
This polyglot dic� onary draws on the vast and vibrant range of vernacular 
legal terminology found in medieval Scandinavian texts – terminology which 
yields valuable insights into the quo� dian reali� es of crime and retribu� on; 
the processes, applica� on and execu� on of laws; and the cultural and societal 
concerns underlying the development and promulga� on of such laws.

Legal texts cons� tute an unparalleled – and o� en untapped – source of informa� on 
for those studying the literature, languages and history of medieval and Viking 
Age Scandinavia. The Lexicon is a welcome contribu� on to the study of medieval 
Scandinavia on two counts: fi rstly, it makes accessible a wealth of vernacular 
historical documents for an English-speaking audience. Secondly, it presents legal 
terminologies that span the languages and geographies of medieval Scandinavia, 
drawing on twenty-fi ve legal texts composed in Old Swedish, Old Icelandic, Old 
Norwegian, Old Danish, Old Gutnish and Old Faroese. By colla� ng and juxtaposing 
legal terms, the Lexicon thus off ers its readers a fascina� ng, comprehensive 
window into the legal milieu of medieval Scandinavia as a unifi ed whole.

It is in this respect that the Lexicon diff ers from the other major lexica that 
came before it: where relevant, it gathers closely related terms from mul� ple 
Nordic languages beneath single headwords within single entries. This approach 
illuminates the diff erences (and similari� es) in usage of specifi c lexical items 
and legal concepts across geographic areas and through � me. This book is an 
indispensable resource for scholars and students of medieval Scandinavia.

The Lexicon is an ongoing project with a digital counterpart (h� ps://www.
dhi.ac.uk/lmnl/) created within the department of Swedish Language and 
Mul� lingualism at Stockholm University. It is part of the wider ‘Medieval Nordic 
Laws’ project based at the University of Aberdeen.

As with all Open Book publica� ons, this en� re book is available to read for free on 
the publisher’s website. Printed and digital edi� ons, together with supplementary 
digital material, can also be found at  www.openbookpublishers.com
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Appendix D1: The Monetary System

The central unit of the weight and monetary system was the (OSw and ODan) mark, (ON) mörk.
1 mark = 8 øre (ON aurar, pl. of eyrir) = 24 örtugar (ON ertogar) = 240 pænningar (ON penningar). The number of 
pænningar per mark varied considerably over time and area.
In the eleventh century the value of 1 mörk in Norway was c. 214 g brent (pure) silver, the value of 1 eyrir c. 1 ounce. In 
Iceland the value of 1 eyrir was stipulated to be 6 ells of wadmal; 3 1/3 aurar equalled 120 alnar, which was the value 
of one cow (1 kúgildi), the equivalent of 1 hundrað. Gotlanders also operated with a gold mark, equivalent to 8 silver 
marker.
A distinction was made between a weighed mark (mörk vegin) and a current or counted mark (mörk töld). Although they 
probably had the same value initially − containing the same percentage of silver (90−95%) − the value of the counted 
mark was gradually reduced.
In the twelfth century, 1 weighed mark was equivalent to 2 counted merkr. OSw law (Upplandslagen) made a similar 
distinction between karlgild (i.e. weighed) and köpgild (i.e. current) mark. A karlgild mark was worth 50% more than a 
köpgild mark.
In the thirteenth century Norway the ratio between the weighed mark and the current mark was 1:3, during the fourteenth 
century 1:4, latter even 1:5. The ration 1:3 was also common in ODan law.
Mark, øre, and örtug were units of calculation rather than coins, only pænningar were used as such. Fines were usually 
stated in terms of merkr, aurar or ertogar.
Refs: Helle 2001, 157; Hertzberg 1895 s.v. mörk; KLNM s.v.v. mark øre; NK 29, 201−12 and passim; NK 30, 129−30, 
152 and passim; Peel 2015, 207; Pettersen 2013, 2−5, 76−84; Robberstad 1981, 306−14; Schlyter 1877 s.v. karlgilder; 
Tamm and Vogt 2016, 309. 
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