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Module 10
The Verbs £xw, TOLEW, EpYoual,

dnui

The Verb

In Greek and in English, verbs have the same definition and functions. Verbs
are words that represent actions (throw) and states of being (be or exist). They
differ in the same fundamental way that Greek nouns differ from their English
counterparts: they use endings to create meaning in a way that English does
not. The Greek verb (pfjua) in its finite form has an ending that indicates what
person and number the subject is. The Greek infinitive has an ending that
indicates that it is unmarked for person and number.

In this module you will see how endings create meaning in the omega- or
w-verb éxw, the contract w-verb moléw, the deponent w-verb €pyouat, and the

uw-verb onui.

Present Tense Stems

To obtain the present tense stem, remove the ending —-w or —opat. What remains
is the present tense stem, the base of the word the ending is joined to. To this
stem, add the present tense endings.

Present Tense Endings

Add to the correct tense stem.

Primary Active (use for the present and future active tense)
S Pl
1st -W -OUEV
2nd _glc -eTE

3rd -gl -ovot (v)

© 2021 Philip S. Peek, CC BY 4.0 https://doi.org/10.11647/0BP.0264.11
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Present Infinitive Active

-ELV

The w-Verb &yw

€xw is referred to as an w-verb because it ends in omega in the first person
singular, present indicative active of the first principal part. w-verbs differ
from pi-verbs in stems and in endings in some tenses. All w-verbs form their
present indicative active just as €xw does. In the readings that follow, use your
knowledge of €xw to recognize and translate the forms of other w-verbs.

Present Indicative Active of £xw

Verb Form English Equivalent Person and Number
W I have 1st person singular
éxeLg you have 2 person singular
&xel he, she, it has 3rd person singular
éxouev we have 1t person plural
éxete you have 27 person plural
gxoval (v) they have 3rd person plural

Present Infinitive Active of €xw

éxew to have unmarked

Practice Translating £€yw. Translate the sentences below, adapted from a
variety of ancient Greek authors. Remember the meanings and functions of
the cases presented in Module 7. Nominative case endings are bolded, dative
endings are highlighted, and accusative endings are underlined. Check your
understanding with the translations in the Answer Key. Now go back and read
each sentence two or three times, noticing with each rereading how much
better your understanding of the sentence becomes. Make this a habit and you
will improve quickly.

Case Endin, Function

Nominative -n, -0t -0V, -0G subject of the verb
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Case Ending Function
Dative -0, -L, -01G, -w indirect object of the
verb
Accusative -a, -V, -nV, -V, -0V, object of a verb or
-0ug preposition

avTh unTpl Stadpopav Exel.

gpyov yap &xel épyPLv avTi.

gupuyol éopev Kal yvwunv €Youev.

oV oUTWG &Yel yovalki.

Kai vOv Exopev KOA®G ExeLv.

Kal dopog avtov Eyel kal ua tadta pevyel.
vouon yap €otL yijv xai 6poug Eyety.
TOAAA Yap 0T ey Exw.

© ® N e oW e

el codn Kai S6Eav Eyelg.
10.4AN" €xeLg fjouyog Kal 00 TTOAAQ AEYELG.
Verbs
*eiul be, be possible
*eimelv to say
*¢oTL it is possible
*¢xw have, hold; be able + inf.; kKaA®G €xewv to be well
*Aéyw say, tell, speak
*devyw flee
Adjectives, Nouns, Pronouns

Nominative Case Dative Case Accusative Case English Equivalent
*aoTtn avTi avTAVv she, her, hers
*a0ToG avT® a0TOV he, him, his

*yi vii Yiv land, earth

yvoun YV yvounv judgment, thought
*yuvi yuvaiki yuvaika woman, wife
Stadopa Stadopd Swadpopav disagreement

86&a 86¢a S6&av belief, reputation
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Nominative Case Dative Case Accusative Case English Equivalent
8duot Sopoig Sopoug house, houses
éuyuyot eupoyolg éupuyoug alive

*¢pyov épyw épyov deed, task, work
fjouyog Novxw fjouyov quiet

*ujTnp untpt unTépa mother

vouon vouon voudnv bride

*MoAa TIOAAOLG TOAAQ many things
coon codi godnv wise

*tadta TOUTOLG TadTa these things
TEPYLG TeépYPEL TephLy enjoyment, delight
$oBog oo ooV fear

1. Theasteriskindicates the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary,
which you are to memorize.

The Contract w-Verb ToLEw

motéw is referred to as a contract w-verb because its stem ends in epsilon in the
first person singular, present indicative active of the first principal part. When
the stem of principal part I or II ends in epsilon, the epsilon may contract with
the endings in accordance with the chart below. In the readings that follow, use
your knowledge of motéw to recognize and translate the forms of other epsilon
contract w-verbs. A second type of contract verb with its stem ending in alpha is
introduced in Modules 17 and 19. Module 24 presents contract verbs in alpha,
epsilon, and omega.

g+e>el €+0> 0V
€+ EeL> €L €+ 0L> 0L
e+n>n €+ 0V >0V
e+n>n E+W>W

Present Indicative Active of TTOLEW
Verb Form English Equivalent Person and Number
o (TMoLéw) Ido, I make 1st person singular

TIOLETG (TTOLEELG) you do, you make 2nd person singular
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ToLel (TToLéel) he, she, it does or makes 3rd person singular
mioloDpev (TToLéopev) we do, we make 15t person plural
ToLelTe (TMOoLéeTE) you do, you make 2 person plural
niotodat (v) (motéovou(v)) they do, they make 3rd person plural

Present Infinitive Active of TTOLEW

TIOLETV (TTOLEELY) to do, to make unmarked

1. Uncontracted forms are in parentheses. In order to produce an accurate
form, accent before you contract.

2. The accent on a contracted ultima is a circumflex. The accent on
contracted penults and antepenults is determined by the rules for the
possibilities of accents.

Practice Translating moltéw. Translate the sentences below, adapted from a
variety of ancient Greek authors. Remember the meanings and functions of
the cases presented in Module 7. Nominative case endings are bolded; genitive
endings are italicized; dative endings are highlighted; and accusative endings
are underlined. Also in the sentences the definite article, which will be learned
systematically in Modules 11 and 12, is present in these forms: 0, Tég, Tv, TfiG,
70, T01Gg, TOU. Translate each one as the. Check your understanding with the
translations in the Answer Key. Now go back and read each sentence two or
three times, noticing with each rereading how much better your understanding
of the sentence becomes. Make this a habit and you will improve quickly.

Case Ending Function

Nominative -€ug, -NG, -0, -0G subject of the verb

Genitive -g, -0V, -0UG, -WV dependence; genitive with &&la and
évavtiov

Dative -0LG, - dative with €x8otov; indirect object of

the verb; object of the preposition

Accusative -a, -av, -ag, -€, -nv, object of a verb or preposition
-0, -0V

1. avayxkafovov avtov motelv 6 BovAovtal (Lysias, Attic orator).
2. TOLETG TO évavtiov 00 BovAopat (Demosthenes, Attic orator).

3. €x80TaVv ceavTV TOLETG TOVTW Ti¢ AVTNG (Anna Komnene, Byzantine
author).

115




116

Ancient Greek |

4. ¢ué T dyOecbal molel (Aristophanes, Lysistrata).

5. éug molelte kowwdoBal Yuyxpolg tolg mapa mpobupolg (Kallimakhos,
Alexandrian poet).

6. Talta & &&la oeautijc te molelg kal Tékvwy (Euripides, Andromakhe).
7. moAANV €ug Tolg Oe0lg ToLelc xdpLy odeirelv (Xenophon, Kyropaidia).

8. Tl yap Zevg molel; amabplalel Tag vehéAag i ouvvédel (Aristophanes,
Birds);

9. 60 mwot\png O OUKPOTATOG TOU Yévoug TNV Tpaywdiav moLel
(Aristophanes, Wasps).

10.1@®¢ 6 B€Aopev ov moloTuev kal O pr) 6éhopev moloBuev (Epiktetos, Stoic

Philosopher);
Verbs
avaykadlw force, compel KowudieBar go to sleep
amal®pLalw clear away o0deiAw owe; be obliged to + inf.

@xBouar be annoyed, vexed, grieved *noléw, Touow do, make, cause

*BovAouar want, prefer; wish, be ouvvédw collect clouds
willing

*0€Aw wish, be willing

Adjectives, Nouns, Pronouns

Nominative Genitive Dative Accusative English Equivalent

*a&La aglwv agilolg gl worthy, deserving +
gen.

*a0Tog avtod avT® avTtov he, him, his

*yévog yévoug YéveL yévog race, kind, sort

*£yw éuod éuot eué I, me, mine

€kdoTog €x80T0L €k80TW éxdotov subject to + dat.

évavtiov évavtiov Evavtiw évavtiov opposite

*Beol Bedv Beolg Beovg gods

Avmn AUTING AT AOTNV pain, grief

vedédat vEDEADV vedEéraLg vedérag clouds

*6 o0 ® ) what

TWOTHPNG TLVOTI POV TLVoTHPN TLVOTH PNV crab
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Nominative Genitive Dative Accusative English Equivalent
*TOAAN TIOAANG TIOAAD TOAANV much, many
TOVTOG TOVTOL MOVTW MOVTOV sea

npoObupov npoBvpov npoBvpW npodupov front door

cEALTI oeauTAG oEaUTH OEQUTNV yourself
OUKPOTATOG  GULKPOTATOL OULKPOTATW OULKPOTATOV smallest

TEKVA TEKVWV TEKVOLG TEKVA children

*Ti Tivog Tivi Tl what

Tpaywdia Tpaywdiag Tpaywdia Tpaywsiav tragedy

Xapig Xéapirog xépizt xapw grace, favor, thanks
Yuypa Yuyphv Puypoig puypa cold

1. Theasteriskindicates the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary,
which you are to memorize.

The Deponent Verb Epyouat

Deponent verbs are similar to other verbs except that they do not have active
forms. Rather they have middle and passive forms that have active meanings.
All deponent w-verbs form their present indicative just as €pyouat does. In the
readings that follow, use your knowledge of €pyouat to recognize and translate
the forms of other deponent w-verbs.

Present Tense Stems

To obtain the present tense stem, remove the ending -opat. What remains, €py-,
is the present tense stem.

Present Tense Endings

Primary Middle and Passive Endings (with active meaning). Add these
endings to the correct tense stem.

S P1
1st -opat -oueba
2nd -eL, n (-eoav) -e00¢e

3rd -eTal -ovTat
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Present Infinitive

-ecBat

Remember that deponent verbs are active in meaning and middle and passive
in form.

Present Indicative of Epyopat

Verb Form English Equivalent Person and Number
£pyxopat I go 1%t person singular
EpxeL €pxn you go 2nd person singular
épxeTat he, she, it goes 3rd person singular
épxoueba we go 15t person plural
€pxeabe you go 27 person plural
épxovtat they go 3rd person plural

Present Infinitive of €pyouat

&pxeabat to go unmarked

Historical Present

The present tense in Greek can be used when writing about past events. In these
situations, it is referred to as a historic, or storytelling, present. The reason why
authors switch to the present tense when writing about the past varies. Some
possibilities include emphasis, vividness, and stating current or general truths.

Practice Translating £pyopar. Translate the sentences below, adapted from
a variety of ancient Greek authors. Remember the meanings and functions of
the cases presented in Module 7. Nominative case endings are bolded; genitive
endings are italicized; dative endings are highlighted; and accusative endings
are underlined. Also in the sentences the definite article, which will be learned
systematically in Modules 11 and 12, is present in these forms: td, tij, Tqv, TiiG,
70. Translate each one as the. As you translate, consider the frequent use of
the historical present in Greek. Check your understanding with the translations
in the Answer Key. Now go back and read each sentence two or three times,
noticing with each rereading how much better your understanding of the
sentence becomes. Make this a habit and you will improve quickly.
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Case Ending Function

Nominative -a, -1),-0G subject of the verb

Genitive -ng, -ov, -wv object of a prefix

Dative -, L, -w indirect object of the
verb; object of verb’s
prefix

Accusative -a, -av, -nVv, -V, -0, -0V object of verb or
preposition

MPOCEPYEGDe TNV TOAWY OTL KAK®G

GAyog eic avtnV Epyetal 6TL KAOKMOG

Kaltol 0VK EmépyeTalL TO Yy’ aiviyua

© ® N e vk W

gxete.

g€xovoww.

Tfi¢ 8¢ yij¢ dmépyovtal Ta GAAa i8elv kal pabelv.

Opaw yap 6TL oK €pYn TPOG KALPAV.

Steumeiv.

Kai épxoueda elow kal T yvvaki tadta Sidouev.
avTi) ouvépyoual Kai ti¢ 8¢ yfj¢ amepyxoueda.
oUK &xw GOPov emel didog Epyopal.

gyw 8¢ mpooépyouat Kail KOTTw TV Bvpav.

10.¢yw &€ mapépyopat eiow kal avt® ta ypaupata SiSwpt.

Adverbs and Verbs

amépyouat depart, leave

*§i8wut give; iknv 8idwut I pay
the penalty; §i6wut yapw I give
thanks

Sieuelv to explain
*eimelv to say
elow inside

émépyouan approach, attack

*¢pyouaw come, go

*¢xw have, hold; be able + inf,;
KaA®G éxewv to be well

Kaitou and indeed, and yet; though

KOTtTW Strike

*{8elv to see

*uaOetv to learn

*opaw see

mapépyouar come forward, pass
by, go by

npocépyouat advance, go, come
towards

cuvépyouat come together, confer
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Adjectives, Nouns, Pronouns

Nominative  Genitive Dative Accusative English Equivalent
aiviypa aiviypatog atviypatt aiviypa riddle

dAyog GAyeog GdAyet dAyog pain, grief

*aAAa AWV dAAoLg dAAa other things

*a0Tn avTiig avTi avTAV she, her, hers
*a0TOG avTtoDd avT® avTOV he, him, his

*yii vilg Vi Vit land, earth
ypauuata ypappatog ypbupatt ypauuata letter

*yuvi YLVALKOG yuvaiki yuvaika woman, wife

0Vpa Bupag Bupa Bupav door

*Kapog Kalpod Kap® Kapov right moment, critical

time, opportunity

*MTOALG TOAEWG TOAEL TOALY city

*radta TOVTWV TOUTOLG Tadta these things
*¢didog didov ol didov friend
*hopog dopov Hopw dopov fear

1. Theasteriskindicates the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary,
which you are to memorize.

The pt-Verb onui

Though not as numerous as omega- or w-verbs, pi-verbs occur frequently.
ut-verbs conjugate differently from w-verbs in some tenses, typically the
present, imperfect, aorist, and sometimes the perfect. In conjugating these verb
forms, learn which stem to combine with which ending. The stem is the base
of the word to which the ending is joined. Once you have the correct stem and
ending, combine them to create the correct form. You may memorize the stems
and endings or you may learn how to combine stems and endings so that you
can recognize the forms as you encounter them.

Present Tense Stems

Use the long vowel grade stem for the singular (I, you, he, she, it) and the short
vowel grade for the plural (we, you, they). Note that the stems differ even within
the same tense, mood, and voice.
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long vowel grade stem short vowel grade stem
(use for the singular) (use for the plural)
on- oa-

Present Tense Endings

Add to the correct tense stem.

Primary Active (use for the present tense)

S Pl
1st -ue -uev
2nd -G -T€
3rd -aL(v) -aot (v)
Present Infinitive Active
-vat

Present Indicative Active of pnui

Stem Vowel Verb Form English Person and Number
Grade Equivalent

long onut Isay 1st person singular
long ong, ong, dfodba you say 2nd person singular
long onot (v) he, she, it says 3 person singular
short dapév we say 1%t person plural
short daté you say 2" person plural
short oaot (v) they say 3 person plural

Present Infinitive Active of dpnut

short davat to say unmarked

Practice Translating ¢nui. Translate the sentences below, adapted from
Euripides’ Alkestis (AAknotig). Remember the meanings and functions of the
cases presented in Module 7. Nominative case endings are bolded; genitive
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endings are italicized; dative endings are highlighted; and accusative endings
are underlined. Also in the sentences the definite article, which will be learned
systematically in Modules 11 and 12, is present in this form: 6. Translate it as
the. Check your understanding with the translations in the Answer Key. Now go
back and read each sentence two or three times, noticing with each rereading
how much better your understanding of the sentence becomes. Make this a
habit and you will improve quickly.

Case Ending Function

Nominative -ng, -0, -0g subject of the verb

Genitive -ag, -ov dependence, possession
Dative -Q, -L, -01G, indirect object of the verb
Accusative -, -€, -NV, -0V, -0¢ object of a verb or preposition

AAKNGoTi¢ dnoL- "HAlov kal ¢pdog fuépag opaw.

‘Aduntog dnot- 6 "HAlog 0pdel o€ Kal Epe.

AAKNGTiG ONnoL- 0 "HAlog 0pdel yijv e kal matpiav TwAkoD.
ASunTtog dno- ool dnut un mpodidoval Epe.

AAKNGTIC ONnoL- 6pdw Sikwmov kal 6phw okddog &v Aluva.
ASuUNTog dnot- uol g mkpdv ye vavkAnpiav.

AAKNGTIiG ONoL dyel pe. 0 AdNnG &yel pe. o0y OPAELG;

ASunTog dnot- kai olkTpav diAoLg kal malot g ye vavkAnpiav.

© 0 NP kWD

‘AAKnoTic dnov 8t ool pebievar e rién.
10."A8unTto¢ dnot- oipor ¢pfjoda émog Avmpov AxovELY.

Interjection and Verbs
*@yw, do, drive, lead oipou alas
*akovw hear, listen *Opaw see

*8el it is necessary + X’ in gen. or mPOSLEGVAL to betray
dat. or acc. + inf., 8&l €¢AOelv it is
necessary to come

uedévaun to release, to let go onui say, tell, speak of
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Adjectives, Nouns, Pronouns

Nominative Genitive Dative Accusative English
Equivalent
‘Aduntog AdunTov Aduntw ‘ASpuntov Admetos
‘Awdng ASov Adn Adnv Hades
*yvii yiig vi yiv land, earth
Sikwmov Sikwmov SIKOTW Sixwmov two-oared
*Eyw éuod éuot éué I, me, mine
€mog émeog émel émog word, speech
“HAlog ‘HAilov HAlw “HAlov Helios
nuépa nuépag nuépa nuépav day
TwAkdg TwAkoD TwAKG TwAkov Iolkos (city)
Alpva Atpvag Alpva Atpvav lake
Avmpov Avmpod ALTIP D AVTIPOV wretched, poor
vavkAnpia vavkAnpiag vauvkAnpia vavkAnpiav ship, voyage
oikTpa olkTpag olkTpa olkTpav pitiable
*naig Tad6g malsi matda child
natpia natplag natpia natplav fatherland
TKPa TUKPAG TKpa TUKPAV sharp, bitter
*o0 oo oot oé you, you, yours
oKadog oKddeog oKdoel okddog hull of a ship
daog (ddg) bdeog (dwtog)  ddet (dwtd) ddog (d@G) light, daylight
*diroL olAwv oo diroug friends

1. Theasteriskindicates the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary,
which you are to memorize.

Practice Parsing Greek Sentences. Parse each word of the sentences found
below. For nouns and pronouns, give case and function. For verbs give person,
number, tense, mood, and voice. For adverbs and conjunctions, identify them.
For prepositional phrases give the preposition and the preposition’s object.

Kail ¢opog avtov Exel kai Sua tadta dpevyeL

Opaw yap 6TLoUK €pxn TPOG KALPOV.

Check your answers with those in the Answer Key.
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The Greek Olympics

Our first official record of the holding of the Olympic games dates to 776 BCE.
The Greeks celebrated the Olympics in the city-state of Olympia in honor of Zeus,
king of the gods. They held the Olympics once every four years. At first there
were two events, the 200- and 400-meter footrace. Soon added were boxing,
horse racing (single horse and four-horse chariot), a long distance race, the
pankration (boxing, brawling, judo, wrestling), the pentathlon (discus, javelin,
long jump, 200-meter sprint, wrestling), and wrestling. Training took place in the
nude at the gymnasium (youvog, -1, -0v naked). Greeks revered their athletes,
composing poems in their honor, dedicating statues to them, and giving them
cash and free board.

Module 10 Top 250 Vocabulary to be Memorized. Like learning the alphabet
and endings, memorizing vocabulary is essential to acquiring language. The
better you memorize the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary words,
the greater mastery of the language you will have.

Verbs
BovAouar want, prefer; wish, be &xw have, hold; (+ adv) be, KaA®dG EYw

willing I am well; »8¢ é€xevit is like so; be able
+inf.

yiyvouar (yivopar) be, be born, Aaupdavw take, receive; capture
happen, become

S¢el it is necessary + X’ in gen. or dat. Aé€yw say, tell, speak
or acc. + inf., 8T €AO¢elv it is necessary
to come

Sokéw seem, think; seem best, think Opaw see
best + inf.

épyonat come, go moLéw do, make, cause; (mid.) consider

g N
Etymology Corner X by Dr. E. Del Chrol

Technical Terms 6, Parts of Speech

Adverbs, Module 4. The first part of speech we have learned is the adverb (¢mippnua),
which can modify modify verbs, adjectives and other adverbs. The word modify to
restrain or to restrict is derived from the Latin verb facere (-ify, -fy) to make and the
Latin noun modus limit, amount. When you say you are mostly done cleaning your
room you are putting a limit on the amount of doneness there is. And why is an adverb

K )
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an adverb? Because it’s a word that has been added, from the Latin prefix ad- to, to
the verb (from the Latin verbum word), just as the Greek word for adverb, érwippnua,
is built from the prefix €mi- to and the noun pijua word, line, verb. In Latin, verbum
means word, and this isn’t very useful, except if you take it as THE word. As we will
see shortly, a whole sentence in Greek, like in Latin, can be contained in a single verb.
This is part of the reason why in grammatical terms verbum or pfijua means verb, the
word indicating an action or state of existence in a sentence. Unlike its Latin parent,
the meaning of the English word verb maintains a narrow definition. The semantic
change of the Latin verbum word to the English verb is called specialization.
Contrast the semantic change of the Greek noun 8iokog discus which derived into
the general English noun dish and specific noun disc. This type of semantic change is
called generalization.

What to Study and Do 10. Before moving on to the next module, make sure that you
have memorized the high frequency verbs €yw, €épxouat, and ¢nui so that you can
write out from memory the verb forms of the present indicative and infinitive active
of each. In order to remember these ending and verbs for the long term, review them
a few times each week. When reviewing, make sure that you can write them out from
memory without looking at the answers.

Learning Tip 10: Move Up Bloom’s Pyramid. Benjamin Bloom edited the first volume
of Taxonomy of Educational Objectives: The Classification of Educational Goals. In 2001
the revised version of the taxonomy was published. At the base of the revised pyramid
is knowledge. Thus, memorization initiates the first step of learning. Understanding
comes next and is achieved through applied practice in novel situations. Memorizing
the facts of a language (definitions, endings, and vocabulary) and understanding how
to interpret these facts in a variety of different contexts (sentences in a setting) are
essential to learning. In learning how to interpret these facts you must also learn
key concepts. One main concept you are currently learning is that endings create
meaning. The right side of your brain is engaged when you learn new information. As
you memorize, process, and understand this new information, it moves from the right
half of the brain to the left. Thus learning involves both halves of the brain. If you do
not memorize, process, and understand this new information, you will not learn it.
Once you have done so you are freed and can move up Bloom’s revised taxonomy:
knowledge, understanding, application, analysis, evaluation, creativity.
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