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Module 12
Substantive Adjectives and the
Article

Substantive Adjectives

A Substantive Adjective is created by using an adjective as a substitute for a
noun or pronoun. Greek often uses the article and other adjectives to create
substantive nouns. English uses it also but not as frequently. Some well-known
examples are these:

The meek shall inherit the earth.

The Good, The Bad, The Ugly.

Only the good die young.

If feces were gold, the poor would not have any anuses.

The Article may be used in conjunction with an adverb, another noun, or a
prepositional phrase to create a substantive adjective.

(1) Article with Adverb: the feminine plural article ai joins with the
article Téte to create the noun ai téte the women of the past.

(2) Article with Noun: the neuter plural article Ta joins the genitive
plural noun T®v avOpwnwv to create the noun ta T@v GvOpwmwv the
possessions of people.

(3) Article with Prepositional Phrase: the masculine singular article 0
joins with the prepositional phrase &mt T® immw to create the noun 6 &mi
T® inmw the man on the horse.

Practice Translating Substantive Adjectives. Translate the phrases below.
After translating each as best as you can, check your answers and be sure to
understand why each translates as it does. Once you understand why each
phrase translates as it does, read through the exercises at least two more times.
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Doing so helps your brain process the information as part of your working
knowledge of Greek. Check your answers with those in the Answer Key.

1. aivdv
. oitote
. OL&v Ti] 06®
. at paAlota

. TavOv

2

3

4

5

6. T TOTE
7. ai ék TG yig

8. 6 ava T Umnw

9. olkatw

10.7a mepi To0 TOAEUOV

11.eig ToUG €v Tfj BaratTn

12.mtapa ta TG APETRC

13.810 TG avaykng T®V To0 MOAEUOL
14.xatd ToUG v Th 68®

15.11p0¢ Ta €v TH apyf To0 xpovou
16.070 TQ® VoUW TOV &v apxf

17.6 uév ... 0 6¢

18.0l yév...oi 6¢

Vocabulary

*avaykn, avaykng 1 force, necessity, katw below

fate

*&peTn, apetiig 1) virtue, excellence *vouog, vouov o law, custom

*apyn, apxfic n rule, command; 086¢, 6800 1| road
beginning; province

*yii, yiig | land, earth *TOAepN0G, TOAEHOL O war

*0dAacoa (Baiatta), Bardcong ni *xpovog, xpovov o time
sea

*{inmog, immouv O 1| horse; (fem.)
cavalry

Practice Making Up Your Own Phrases. Using the vocabulary above, create
your own substantives. Be creative and don’t worry about making mistakes,
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which are necessary for you to have success in any activity you pursue. Own the
ancient Greek language and your learning of it. Make it yours.

Practice Translating. Translate the sentences below, adapted from Euripides’
Iphigeneia at Tauris (Idryévelra €v Tavpoirg). Remember the meanings and
functions of the cases presented in Module 7. Nominative case endings are
bolded; genitive endings are italicized; dative endings are highlighted; and
accusative endings are underlined. Check your understanding with the
translations in the Answer Key. Now go back and read each sentence two or
three times, noticing with each rereading how much better your understanding
of the sentence becomes. Make this a habit and you will improve quickly.

Case Endin Function
Nominative -a, -ag, -, -Np, -NG, -§, -0,  subject of the verb
-0G, -G, -WV
Genitive -ag, -€WG -NG, -0¢, -0L, -oug, dependence; possession; object of
-wVv preposition or verb; separation
Dative -@, -aLg, -n, -, -016 -w indirect object of the verb; means or

instrument; object of preposition

Accusative -a, -V, -ag, -g, -nV, -V, -0, object of the verb or preposition
-0v, -%) _M

Towyévela: 0 Tavtaiewog eig IMoav €pyxetat kai Ooalg immolg
Oivoudov yapéetképnv. 1] 6¢ tiktel Atpéa. ATpéwe §¢€ malig MeveéAaog
Ayauéuvwv Te. Kal €k avTtol kai tij¢ TuvSapeiag yiyvouat Ipryévela.
gue 8¢ odpalel EAévne Evey’ 0 matip ApTéULSL KAewalg v mruyalg
AVALS0¢. évTabBa yap 81 yAiwv vn@v otéiov EAANVIKOV cuvayel
Ayauéuvwv dvag kal tov otédavov TAlov ¢0éAel AaBelv. 6 Atpeidng
TOLC yauoug EAEVnc E0€AeL ueTeABely kal Mevedaw xapw dpépev. 6
Th¢ dvag otpatnylag, Ayapéuvmv, kainep ¢6éAeL vijag ddopuifeadbat
¥0ovdg, ovk €xel. Sewij¢ & amAolag Tvyydvel Mote eic Eumupa
gpyetal kat avt® Aéyel 6 Kddyag tadta. Kaiyag Aéyel 6t @ matpl
uev 8el €ug, kopnv v Tdyévelav, adpalev Aptéudt xai avtf] 8¢
AaBelv dmowva. kai KdAyag Aéyet abT® 6Tl KaAALoTOV V)eTAL TTATSA
dwodopw Ovew Beld. ™y mals ovv Tdyévelav | KAlvtaiuiotpa
TikTel. 6 KdAyag T0 KAAALOTOV €iG Eue AvadEpeL MOTE YPN) TOV TATEPA
Bvev. 0 6¢ éue OSVOCEWS TEXVALG UNTPOG TTAPUAAUPBAVEL ETTL YAUOLG
AYUAEwg.
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Adverbs and Verbs

avadépw bring up, bring back, *Aaupavw take, receive, capture

refer
adopuifopat loose, set loose

yauéw marry

*Aéyw say, tell, speak

go after

*yiyvouau be, be born

from 9y’ in gen.
*8el it is necessary + X’ in gen. or cuvvayw gather, collect; convene

dat. or acc. + inf., el éABelv it is
necessary to come

*¢0¢Aw (0€Aw) wish, be willing
évtalOa here, there, then
*g¢pyouar come, go

ebyouat pray, vow, promise + inf.

TikTW bear, give birth

ueteAOelv to send for, chase after,

napaiaufave take, take X’ in acc.

ocOalw slay, slaughter

*TLuyXavw obtain, meet + gen.

*Oépw bring, bear, carry; endure

bring, bear, carry; endure

*¢xw have, hold; be able + inf; *yxpn itis necessary + inf.

KaA®G Exewv to be well

0¥w sacrifice

Adjectives, Nouns, Pronouns

Nominative Genitive Dative
Ayouépuvemv Ayauéuvovog Ayayéuvovt
dva dvakTog AvaKTL
amloia amoiag amoia
dmowva amoivwv amoivolg
ApTeELg Aptéuiog ApTEULSL
ATpevg ATpéwg Atpel
Atpeidng Atpeibov Atpeidn
AUVALg AVAS0G AVA(S0¢
*aOTh avTiig avTi

*a0Tog avTtod avT®

Accusative

Ayayéuvova
dvakta
amiolav
dmowa
Aptéuda
Atpéa
Atpeibnv
AVASa
avTAV

avTov

English
Equivalent

Agamemnon
prince, lord, king
failure to sail
ransom, payment
Artemis

Atreus

son of Atreus
Aulis

she, her, hers

he, him, his



Nominative

AxLAAevg
ydapuot

*Sewvn
*2yw
‘EAévn
‘EAANVIKOG
éumupa
*0ed

Ooai
"TALov
*{nmou
Toyévera
KAAALGTOG
KdaAyag
KAgwai
KOpN
MevéAaog
*uqTnp
*Vijeg
‘08vcoevg
Oivopaog
*naig
*tatip
Mica
nrToyai

oTédavog

GTOAOG
otpatnyia

TavtdAelog
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Genitive

AYUAAEWG

YOpwV

Sewiig
éuod
‘EAéVNG
‘EAANVIKOD
umvpwv
Bedig

Bomv
TAlov
mnwv
Toryeveiag
KOoAAloTOL
Kdiyavtog
KAEWOV
KOpNg
MeveAdov
HNTPOg
ve®v
‘0O8VOCEWG
Otvopdov
ad6¢
TATPOG
ITiong
TITUY OV

otedavov

oTOAOL
oTpatnylag

TavtaAeiov

Dative

AYUAAeL
yauolg

Sewi
éuot
‘EAéVn
EAANVIKG
EumTupoLg
Bed
Boalg
TAlw
inmolg
Toryeveia
KaAAioTw
KdAyavtt
KAeWAlg
Kopn
MeveAaw
unTpt
vavot (v)
‘O8vooel
Oivopdaw
naldt
natpt
ITion
TITUYALG

otedpvy

OTOAW
oTpatnyla

Tavtaeiw

Accusative

AYUAAEa

yapoug

Sewnv

eué
‘EAéVNV
‘EAANVIKOV
gumupa
Beav

Boag
"TAtov
inmoug
Toyévelav
KOAALGTOV
Kéxavta
KAELVACG
KOpNV
Mevélaov
HNTépa
vadg or vijag
‘08vocéa
Oivopaov
natda
natepa
Mloav
TITUXAG

atébavov

oTOAOV
oTpatnylav

TavtdAelov

English
Equivalent

Akhilleus

wedding,
marriage

awesome; terrible
I, me, mine
Helen

Greek

burnt sacrifice
goddess

swift

Troy

horses
Iphigeneia
most beautiful
Kalkhas
famous
maiden, girl
Menelaos
mother

ships
Odysseus
Oinomaos
child

father

Pisa

folds, glens

crown, wreath,
prize

expedition
office; campaign

Tantalean, here
Pelops

143
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Nominative Genitive Dative Accusative English
Equivalent
*tadta TOUTWV TOUTOLG TadTa these things
TéEXVaL TEYVOV TEXVALG TEXVAG skill, craft
Tuvdapeia Tuv8apeiag Tuv8apeia Tuv8apeiav Tyndarean, here

Klytaimnestra

dwodopog dwodopov dwodopw dwodopov light-bringing

X6prg Xxaprtog xapttu xapw grace, favor,
thanks

x0wv xBovag xBovi x0ova earth, ground

XiAwat XAlwv Xlatg XWiag thousand

1. Theasteriskindicates the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary,
which you are to memorize.

Practice Parsing Greek Sentences. Parse each word of the sentence found
below. For nouns and pronouns, give case and function. For verbs give person,
number, tense, mood, and voice. For adverbs and conjunctions, identify them.
For prepositional phrases, give the preposition and the preposition’s object. For
adjectives, tell what noun they agree with in gender, number, and case.

Sewiic & amiolag Tuyxdvel waote eig Eumup’ €pyeTal Kal avt® A€yel O
Kdxag Tadta.

Check your answers with those in the Answer Key.

Classics and Our Modern World: the Aquila Theatre and
Theater of War Productions

Presenting classics from throughout time, the Aquila Theatre puts flesh and
blood on the great works of the past. Past performances from the ancient
world include, Herakles, the Iliad and Odyssey, and Philoktetes. Aquila seeks to
reinterpret the Classics for contemporary audiences and to bring diversity to
them. Aquila expands the canon and attempts to change our perceptions. It also
provides extensive educational offerings and is an award-winning leader in the
field of public humanities programming. For more information, follow this link:

Aquila Theatre.!

1  https://www.aquilatheatre.com/.
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Theater of War Productions presents dramatic readings of classical Greek
tragedies and modern and contemporary works. After the performance, it holds
town-hall-style discussions designed to confront social issues by discussing the
themes highlighted in the plays. The open discussions invite audience members
to share their perspectives and experiences and seek to break down stigmas,
foster empathy, compassion, and a deeper understanding of complex issues. In
an effort to reach communities directly, Theater of War Productions partners
with a range of organizations and government agencies. For more information,
follow this link:

Theater of War Productions.?

Module 12 Top 250 Vocabulary to be Memorized. Like learning the alphabet
and endings, memorizing vocabulary is essential to acquiring language. The
better you memorize the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary words,
the greater mastery of the language you will have.

Verbs

£€0€Aw (0€Aw) wish, be willing

nei@w persuade + inf.; (mid. or pass.) listen to, obey + dat. or gen.
TLYXGVW happen; meet + gen.; obtain + gen.; hit the mark, strike + gen.
daivw show, reveal; (pass.) appear

xpaouat use, employ, experience + dat.

- N
Etymology Corner Xll by Dr. E. Del Chrol

Technical Terms 8, Parts of Speech

Coordinating Conjunctions, Module 5. Think about map coordinates—you go over on
the x axis for a bit, then go up on the y axis. Both halves of the coordinates are equally
valuable. If your clothing coordinates, your attire comes together in complementary
colors or styles and no particular piece sticks out. This is because they are ordered
with the other pieces of clothing, from Latin co- with, together and ordo row, order,
rank (ordo is the word from which the English word order derives). This is why a
coordinating conjunction has both words or clauses on an equal footing: one isn’t
dependent on another. Creating dependence is what a subordinating conjunction
does. More on that next.

& /

2 https://theaterofwar.com/about.
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What to Study and Do 12. Before moving on to the next module, make sure that you
have learned what a substantive adjective is and how Greek uses the article to create
one. After you have completed Modules 14 and 15, come back to this module and
complete for a second time the practice exercises for the substantive adjective. Notice
how much your understanding of this fundamental concept has improved.

Learning Tip 12: Consonance and Dissonance. The right side of our brain processes
new information. As we process it, the left half of our brain brings analysis, logic,
and reason to what we have learned. In the end both hemispheres come to a shared
understanding ofthenewinformation. Whenweengagein furtherdefininginformation
we use our left hemisphere. The left half of our brain rationalizes information and
rejects anomalies. It sees things through a flashlight’s beam. If a gorilla walks through
a volleyball game, the left side of our brain tends to miss the strangeness completely.
When we consider ambiguities and contradictions, we engage the right side of our
brain. We look out, holding a lantern’s light. Dissonance in the right side of our brain
opens us to novelty, to new ways of thinking, to creativity. When using your long-term
memory to assist your short-term memory, you are accelerating your brain’s ability
to store new information. Remember the formula LTM + STM = MTM and remember
that by using your imagination to create memorable images that you can SEE, you
improve your brain’s ability to process and store new information.




