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In this elementary textbook, Philip S. Peek draws on his twenty-fi ve years of 
teaching experience to present the ancient Greek language in an imagina� ve and 
accessible way that promotes crea� vity, deep learning, and diversity.

The course is built on three pillars: memory, analysis, and logic. Readers memorize 
the top 250 most frequently occurring ancient Greek words, the essen� al word 
endings, the eight parts of speech, and the gramma� cal concepts they will most 
frequently encounter when reading authen� c ancient texts. Analysis and logic 
exercises enable the transla� on and parsing of genuine ancient Greek sentences, 
with compelling reading selec� ons in English and in Greek off ering star� ng points 
for contempla� on, debate, and refl ec� on. A series of embedded Learning Tips help 
teachers and students to think in prac� cal and imagina� ve ways about how they 
learn.

This combina� on of memory-based learning and concept- and skill-based learning 
gradually builds the confi dence of the reader, teaching them how to learn by guiding 
them from a familiarity with the basics to profi ciency in reading this beau� ful 
language. Ancient Greek I is wri� en for high-school and university students, but is 
an instruc� ve and rewarding text for anyone who wishes to learn ancient Greek.

This is the author-approved edi� on of this Open Access � tle. As with all Open 
Book publica� ons, this en� re book is available to read for free on the publisher’s 
website. Printed and digital edi� ons, together with supplementary digital material, 
can also be found at h� p://www.openbookpublishers.com

Cover image: Athenian Fragmentary voti ve sculpture of Dionysus (?), Greek Ashmolean 
Museum. Photo by Mary Harrsch. Cover Design by Anna Ga�  .
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Self-Assessment Modules 1–13

Rate yourself on a scale of 1 to 10, where 10 represents mastery and 1 its opposite. 
Answer each of the below thoughtfully. For any score less than a 7, review the 
material. 

MEMORY
1. Do I have the alphabet (upper- and lower-case letters, names of letters) 

and the sounds (long vowels, short vowels, diphthongs) memorized?

2. Can I accent almost any noun or verb?

3. Can I define adjectives, adverbs, articles, conjunctions, nouns, prefixes, 
prepositions, and substantive adjectives?

4. Do I have a strategy for translating, especially when I get stuck?

5. Do I know how to get the stem for adjectives, nouns, and verbs and can 
I conjugate and decline them?

6. Have I memorized the Case and Function Chart ?

7. Have I memorized the verb and noun endings and do I know how to 
put them on the correct stem?

8. Have I memorized the article?

9. Have I memorized the essential vocabulary?

APPLICATION AND CONCEPTS
1. Do I have a strategy for memorization and do I use it?

2. Can I pronounce basic and complex words correctly? If not, do I have 
a strategy for improving?

3. Do I understand how endings create meaning?

4. Do I understand the functions of adverbs, adjectives, conjunctions, 
nouns, prefixes, prepositions, and verbs?
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5. Can I apply my knowledge of the functions of adverbs, adjectives, 
conjunctions, nouns, prefixes, prepositions, and verbs to parse 
sentences in English?

6. Do I understand how to apply the Case and Function Chart? Could I 
teach another how to use it?

7. Do I understand how the article can be used to create a noun? Can I 
provide three specific and different examples in Greek?

8. Do I understand the key differences between how English creates 
meaning and how Greek does? Hint: English creates meaning in two 
distinct ways and Greek does the same in two.


