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Module 16
Second Declension Nouns

Nouns

Nouns in Greek are defined just like nouns are in English; but the way they
create meaning is different. As in English, Greek nouns (6vépata) refer to
people, places, things, and ideas. Greek nouns have endings. English nouns
can change form when they show possession, as in Jada’s book, where the ’s is
added as a suffix and indicates that the book belongs to Jada. English nouns also
change form when expressing the plural: two suns, three oxen, four mice. The
endings on Greek nouns, as we have seen previously, create the same meanings
that English does through form change, word order, and the use of prepositional
phrases.

Second Declension Nouns

The nominative singular of nouns of the second declension ends in -0g or —-ov.
Most second declension nouns whose nominative ends in -0¢ are masculine in
gender and a few are feminine. Second declension nouns whose nominative
ending is —ov are neuter in gender. Memorize these endings, know how to
obtain the noun’s stem, and know how to decline the nouns.

Declining Second Declension Nouns in -0G or -0V

To decline second declension noun endings in -0g or -ov, first get the stem by
removing the genitive singular ending. For sets 7 and 8, the genitive singular
ending is -ov. For sets 9 and 10, the genitive singular ending is -og. For sets 1 and
2, the genitive singular is -ng or -ag. What remains is the stem. To the stem add
the following endings:
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Masculine/Feminine Neuter
Set 7 Set 8
S Pl S Pl
Nominative -0G -oL Nominative -ov -1
Accusative -0V -0Ug Accusative -ov -1
Genitive -0V -0V Genitive -0V -0V
Dative - -0Lg Dative -w -oLg
Vocative -€ -0l Vocative -0V -a
Masculine/Feminine Neuter
Set 7 Set 8
S Pl S Pl
Nominative -0G -oL Nominative -0V -a
Genitive -0 -V Genitive 0L -WV
Dative -w -0 Dative - -0l
Accusative -0V -0ug Accusative -0V -a
Vocative -€ -0l Vocative -0V -

NALOG, NALov, A8eAdOg, AdeAdoD, Epyov, Epyou

To decline the noun jAtog, Alov 6 sun, take the genitive singular fAiov, remove
the genitive singular ending -ov to get the stem: QAi-, and add the masculine/
feminine endings from above.

To decline 68eAd6g, adeAdoD 0 brother, take the genitive singular §eAdod,
remove the genitive singular ending -ov to get the stem: a8eAd-, and add the
masculine/feminine endings from above.

To decline €pyov, épyov 6 work, take the genitive singular €pyov, remove
the genitive singular ending -ov to get the stem: €py-, and add the neuter endings
from above.

Singular
N fjALog a8eAdOg épyov
A fjAlov aderdov é€pyov
G nAtov a8erdpoD é€pyou
D NAlw aderd® épyw
\% fAle a8erde épyov
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Plural
N fALoL aderdot épya
A NAtoug adeAdoug épya
G NAlwv A8eAd OV épywv
D NAlolg adeAdolg é€pyolg
\% fjAlot aderdot épya
Singular
N fjALog adeAdog épyov
G nAlov adeAdod épyou
D NAlw adeAd® épyw
A fiAlov adeAdov épyov
A fAle aderde épyov
Plural
N Aot aderdot épya
G NAlwv adeAd®dv épywv
D NAlog adeAdoig épyolg
A NAloug adeAdovg épya
A Aot adeAdot épya

fALog:

1. Note that the vocative singular is different from the nominative
singular. As in all nouns, the vocative plural is the same as the
nominative plural.

2. The accent does not shift to the ultima in the genitive plural as it does
in the first declension.

3. Final -at and -ou count as short for purposes of accentuation except
in the optative, a mood that you’ll learn in Part II of the 21st-Century
series. Thus the accent remains on the antepenult in Aot

aderdag:
1. When first and second declension nouns have an acute accent on the

ultima in the nominative singular, the accent changes to a circumflex
in the genitive and dative, singular and plural.

2. @8elde is an exception for the rules of accent.
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épyov:

1. In all neuter nouns, the accusative and vocative are the same as the
nominative, both in the singular and in the plural.

2. The nominative and vocative plural ending of all neuter nouns is -a.

Practice Translating. Translate the sentences below adapted from the prologue
of Euripides’ Bakkhai (Bakyat). Remember the meanings and functions of the
cases presented in Module 7. Nominative case endings are bolded; genitive
endings are italicized; dative endings are highlighted; and accusative endings
are underlined. Note that the third declension increases the number of possible
endings for the nominative singular. Check your understanding with the
translations in the Answer Key. Now go back and read each sentence two or
three times, noticing with each rereading how much better your understanding
of the sentence becomes. Make this a habit and you will improve quickly.

Case Endin Function

Nominative -a, -1, -NG, LG, -&, -0, subject of the verb
-0V, -0G, -, -G, -V

Genitive -ag, -ng, -0¢, -0v, -wv dependence; object of preposition;
possession
Dative -0LG, -ol dative with adjective
Accusative -q, -av, -ag, -€, -€Lg, -, motion toward; object of verb or
-ny, -v, -0, -0V, -0¢ preposition

fkw Alog madg v Onpaiwv xB6va, Aldvucog. Eug pev Tiktel 00" 1)
KaSpov xopn, Zepédn- eue ¢ aotpamnndpopov Aoxevel TOp. poponv &
aueifw éx Beod Bpoteiav: 6paw 8¢ unTpog uvijua kat Sépwv épeimia.
Té 8¢ ETL TOdeTaL, Alov Tupog GAGE, dBavatog Hpag untépa eig éunv
UBpLg. aivew 8¢ Kadpav. 0 8¢ yap apatov 0 méSav Tinot, Buyatpog
onkov. Aeinw 8¢ eyw AvSdv yvag Ppuydv te, Ilepodv te MAAKAC
Baxtpla te teiyn v te x06va MARdwv. xal ¢ enépyopatl Apapiav
T Aciav te. i 6¢ Acila map’ dAa keltal kal &yel pyadag "EAAnat
BapBdapolg 6 6pod MOAELS. EKET YEV 1j8n xopevw Kal KabioTnut Tag
TEAETAC. Eyw 8¢ VOV Epyoual €ig EAMAvwy moAw OTL eipl éudaviig
Saipwv Bpotols. tpwtag 8¢ OPag ti¢ yi¢ EAANviSo¢ avoAoAUlw, Kal
veBpida egantw xpoog BUpoov Te Sidwul £G XeTpa, kioolvov BEAaG.
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Adverbs and Verbs

aivéw praise, approve, promise

aueipw answer; change, exchange
avoAoAUlw cry aloud, shout; excite

*§idwuL give; iknv 8idwut I pay the
penalty; 8idwui yapuwv I give thanks

*eiul be
ékel there
€Zamntw fasten to or from

émépyopuar come upon; approach;
attack

*gpyouaw come, go

*kw have come, be present

Adjectives, Nouns, Pronouns

207

*kaOioTnuu appoint, establish, put
into a state; (intrans.) be established,
be appointed

*ketlual lie
Aeintw leave

Aoxevw bring forth, bear; deliver

*opaw see
*ciOnue put, place
TikTW bear, give birth

V0w raise a smoke, smoke; (pass.)
smolder

Xopevw dance

Nominative Genitive Dative Accusative  English Equivalent
dBatov apartov apatw dpatov untrodden, impassable
afdavatog abavatov abavatw abdavartov immortal, deathless
g GAGG GAL dAa sea

Apafia Apafiag Apafia ApaBiav Arabia

Acia Aciag Acia Aciav Asia
actpanndiépov  -Gpopov -hopw -hopov lightning-bearing
Baxtpla Baxktpiwv Baxtpiolg BaxtpLa Baktria

BapBapot BapBapwv BapBapotg BapBdpovg  barbarians

BéAog BeAeog (-oug) BeAeL BéArog missile, arrow, dart
Bpoteia Bpoteiag Bpoteia Bpoteiav mortal

Bpotoi Bpot®v Bpotolg Bpotovg mortals

*yi Yig Yl yiv land, earth

yovat yu®v yoaig yvag lands

Saipwv Saipovog Saipovt Saipova god, deity
Awdvuoog Alovucoov Aloviow Awbvucov Dionysos
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Nominative
8duot

*$yw
*EAANVEG
‘EAANvig
*&p
gudavig

épeimov
*Ze0g
“Hpa
*0edg
Oipar
Onpaiot
Ouyatnp
0VYpoog
Kaduog
Kioowog
Kopn
Avdoi
Mijdot
*uiTnp
uryadeg
uvijua
uopon
veppig
*ralg
médov
IIépoar
TAUKEG
*TOALG
TpoTaL

Top

Genitive
Sopwv
éuod
EAVLV
‘EAANvidog
Epig
éudavéog
(-06¢g)
épeutiov
AL66 (Znvdg)
‘Hpag
CEOY
onpov
Onpaiwv
Buyatpog
Bupaoov
Kadpov
Klooivou
KopNg
Av8@®V
Mndwv
HNTPOg
uyadwv
HVAUATOG
uopoiig
veBpidog
natdog
nédov
[epoéwv (-QV)
TAAK®OV
TOAEWG
TPOTWV

TUPOG
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Dative
Sopolg
éuot
“EAANGL (V)
EAANVviSL
euil

gudpavel

épeutiw
A (ZnvD
"Hpa

Be®
onpatg
Onpaiolg
Buyatpt
8Vpow
Kadpw
Klooivw
KOpN
Avdoig
MnSotg
untpi
uwyaot (v)
pviuatt
uopdi
veBpidt
oSt
neSw
IIépoalg
mAagi (v)
TIOAEL
TPWTALG

mupt

Accusative
Sopoug

eué

“EAANvag
EAMNvida

éunv
eudavéa (-j)

épetmov

Ata (Zijva)

“Hpav

Bedv
OnBag
Onpaiovg
Buyatépa
Bvpoov
Kaduov
kioowov
Kopnv
AvSovg
MnSovg
HnTépa
uwyadag
Hviua
Hopory
veBpida
natda
nédov
[I¢poag
TTAQKOG
TIOALY
TPWTAG

op

English Equivalent

house, houses
I, me, mine
Greeks

Greek

my

clear, manifest

ruin, wreck
Zeus

Hera

god, goddess
Thebes
Theban
daughter
thyrsos
Kadmos

of ivy

girl; daughter
Lydian

Mede, Persian
mother

mixed

memorial, record, tomb

form, appearance

fawnskin
child

earth, ground
Persians
plains, fields
city

first

fire
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Nominative Genitive Dative Accusative  English Equivalent
ZeuéAn ZeUéANg ZeuéAn LeuéAnv Semele
oNKOG onkod onNK® onKov pen, fold, precinct
TA &€ OV 8¢ 701G &8¢ Th 8¢ they, them, theirs
Teiyn TEY OV TeiyeoL (v) Telxn walls
TeEAETAL TEAETOV TEAETATG TEAETAG rites, mysteries
UBpLg UBpewg UBpeL UBpwv hybris, brutality
dAGE dA0YOG droyi drOya flame, fire, blaze
Ddpoyeg Ddpuydv Dpuii (v) dpvyag Phrygian
*xeip XELPOG xept XEpa hand; force, army
x0wv x00ovog x0ovi x86va earth, ground
XPWG XPWTOG (xp0dg) xpwTi (xpol) xp&TA skin

(xpoa)

1. Theasteriskindicates the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary,
which you are to memorize.

Practice Parsing Greek Sentences. Parse each word of the sentence found
below. For nouns and pronouns, give case and function. For verbs, give person,
number, tense, mood, and voice. For adverbs and conjunctions, identify them.
For prepositional phrases, give the preposition and the preposition’s object. For
adjectives, tell what noun they agree with in gender, number, and case.

Kal veBpida &gamtw Ypoog Bvpoov Te Sidwul €¢ xelpa, Kioowvov
BéArog.

Check your answers with those in the Answer Key.

Classics and Our Modern World: Tom Palaima

In his article “Songs of the ‘Hard Traveler’ from Odysseus to the Never-Ending
Tourist,” Classicist and professor Tom Palaima studies themes connected with
traveling and existing away from home from the Iliad and Odyssey of Homer
through the modern folk song tradition as performed and transformed by Bob
Dylan, including songs by the Stanley Brothers, Charley Patton, Skip James,
Muddy Waters, Stephen F. Foster, Martin Carthy and Dionysis Savvopoulos.
Ancient Greek serves as the first recorded examples of songs exploring these
experiences.

To read the article, follow this link:
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Songs of the Hard Traveler.!

Module 16 Top 250 Vocabulary to he Memorized. Like learning the alphabet
and endings, memorizing vocabulary is essential to acquiring language. The
better you memorize the top 250 most frequently occurring words, the greater
mastery of the language you will have.

Nouns

GvBpwmog, avOpwmov 1) 6 human, person

épyov, épyov 10 deed, task, work; building; €pyov in truth, in deed
0eog, BeoD 1 0 god, goddess, deity

Adyog, Adyov 0 word, speech, story; reason, account

vouog, vopou o law, custom

TOAENOG, TOAEHOVL O war

XPOvog, xpovov o time

Verb

vouifw believe, think, have the custom of, hold as custom

Etymology Corner XVI by Dr. E. Del Chrol
Technical Terms 12, Parts of Speech

Nouns, Pronouns, and Cases, cont. We met the root of nominative in the previous
section on nouns, because a nomen is a name (6vopa). The nominative case names
the subject of the sentence. One specific type of nominative that we meet frequently
when translating is the predicate nominative, or the naming of the thing that you
are talking about, from the Latin prefix prae before and verb dicere to say (like
dictation the taking down of what someone says or dictator whose statements are
law). In addition to the frequently occurring predicate nominative, we will often meet
predicate adjectives, which also name the thing you are talking about. In Greek
grammar évopa was used to refer to the parts of speech of both nouns and adjectives
because both name what you are talking about. Greek for the nominative case was
called 6p0n mtdoug the upright, standing or not falling case. Remember the hands of
the clock.

1  http://sites.utexas.edu/tpalaima/files/2017/11/SONGS_OF_THE_HARD_TRAVELER_FROM_
ODYSSEUS.pdf.
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What to Study and Do 16. Before moving on to the next module, make sure that you
have memorized ending sets 7 and 8 for second declension nouns and that you can
decline these nouns from memory.

Learning Tip 16: Learn How to Follow and to Break Rules. During the past 500
years our world has seen rapid technological changes. These changes require us to
adapt constantly. Constant change is our new normal. Luckily one of our strengths is
our ability to learn and to adapt. Learning new information requires basic rule-based
thinking (continuous or algorithmic) and deep thinking (discontinuous or creative) that
allows us to understand in novel ways. As you learn ancient Greek, think about what
you are learning from both perspectives, allowing for an analytical understanding
of language and for a conceptual understanding that requires going beyond linking
a verb to its subject. Reflect on your learning of accents and the factual information
required for you to learn so as to be able to accent correctly and with confidence. As
you apply this knowledge and come to understand it at a deeper level, note how the
conceptual application of knowledge becomes factual. To facilitate your assimilation
of new information, try using your body as a memory palace. In this variation your
body serves as the long-term storage facility for remembering new information. Let’s
imagine that we wish to remember the eight parts of speech and their definitions,
nouns, pronouns, adjectives, conjunctions, verbs, prepositions, adverbs, interjections.

We will begin at our feet and move up to our head. Our feet stand on a house,
which represents nouns. Our house is filled with people, with maps of many different
places, and the people in it are discussing many things and ideas. The house our
feet are standing upon represents the definition person, place, thing, idea. On our
knees a wide variety of people—he, she, they—are jostling each other, trying to take
their place in line. The hes and shes of the people represent pronouns and the trying
to take their place in line represents the definition of pronouns taking the place
of nouns. On our thighs are oodles of crayons. The crayons speak colorfully and
are describing the people on our knees, giving us information on the wide variety
of different complexions and eye and hair colors among the people taking their
place in line on our knees—beige, black, brown, green, pale, red, white, yellow. The
crayons remind us that adjectives describe nouns. On our hips is a belt made out of
safety pins. Each safety pin connects to the next, reminding us that conjunctions join
one item to another. The pins make a belt that keeps our pants secure to our hips.
Conjunctions join our thoughts, keeping them connected. Next is our stomach. Our
stomach is our core. Our core is the foundation of movement and existence, enabling
us to rise, jump, turn, and twist. Our stomach represents the qualities of action and
existence that define verbs. In our right hand we hold an open umbrella. We stand
under the umbrella. Our position of standing under the umbrella reminds us that
prepositions are small words that require an object to complete their meaning. We
are positioned under the object umbrella. Under is the preposition. The umbrella
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completes the meaning of a prepositional phrase by serving as the object of the
preposition under. Our mouth exclaims delight at our ability to move outside into
the rain without getting wet. Our mouth expresses satisfaction, by exclaiming, “ah,”
as we dance in the rain and are kept dry by standing under our amazingly effective
umbrella. The word ah is what we interject to express our delight. Ah is called an
interjection. As we interject “ah,” our eyes look over our body parts, noticing the
people standing in line on our knees. Some are standing quietly. Some are standing
really quietly. Others are very loud. Our eyes take note that adverbs give additional
information about verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. This body palace is just one
more technique that you can apply the SEE principle to so as to place items quickly
into your medium term memory. Remember that you will still have to review this
information so as to remember it for the long term. Also remember to have fun using
your imagination to create memorable information that you wish to make a part of
your identity.




