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Module 17

The Future Indicative and Infinitive
Active of &yw, EAaLVW, Epyoual
and the Dynamic Infinitive

The Verb

In Greek and in English, verbs have the same definition and functions. Verbs
are words that represent actions (throw) and states of being (be or exist). They
differ in the same fundamental way that Greek nouns differ from their English
counterparts: they use endings to create meaning in a way that English does
not. The Greek verb (pfjua) in its finite form has an ending that indicates what
person and number the subject is. The Greek infinitive has an ending that
indicates that it is unmarked for person and number.

The Future Indicative Active

The future tense refers to actions that will occur in the future. The future tense
stems have a temporal value but no aspect, showing no distinction between
the imperfective (incomplete) and perfective (completed) aspect (CGCG 33.4-6).
To review what is meant by the aspect of verbs, reread Verb Tense-Aspect in
Module 9.

Future Tense Stems

To obtain the future tense stem remove the ending from the second principal
part. What remains is the future active and middle tense stem. To this stem, add
the future tense endings.
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Future Tense Endings

Add to the correct tense stem.

Primary Active (use for the present and future active tenses)
S Pl
1st - -ouev
2nd -elg  -€TE

3rd -eL -ovat (v)

Infinitive Active (use for the present and future active tenses)
-Ev
1. Almost all verb forms have recessive accent.
2. The letter nu in the third person plural, present indicative active is a
nu-movable. It may be added to the ending when the following word

begins with a vowel or at the end of clauses or verses. Otherwise it is
left off.

Primary Middle and Passive (use to form the active voice of deponent verbs)
S Pl
18t -opat -oueba
2nd —gror-n (-ecal)  -ecBe

3 -eTal -ovTat

Infinitive Active (use to form the active voice of deponent verbs)

-eobal

1. Almost all verb forms have recessive accent. Remember that final
-at and -ou count as short for purposes of accentuation except in the
optative, a mood learned in Part II of the 21st-Century series.

2. In the second person singular intervocalic sigma dropped out (-ecau),
resulting in the two endings -ev and -n.

3. Deponent verbs are active in meaning and middle and passive in form.
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The Conjugation of Exyw

All w-verbs combine their stems and endings just as €y does. In the readings
that follow, use your knowledge of €xw to recognize and translate the forms of

other w-verbs.

Future Indicative Active of £xw

To the future active and middle tense stems £&- or ox1jo-, add the correct endings.

Verb Form English Equivalent
30) I will have

gCelg you will have

£Zel he, she, it will have
gEouev we will have

geete you will have
g¢ovat (v) they will have

Verb Form English Equivalent
oXNow I'will have

oxNoELg you will have
oxNnoeL he, she, it will have
OX1|OOUEV we will have
OXNOETE you will have
agxnoovaot (v) they will have

Future Infinitive Active of Exw

Person and Number
1t person singular
2nd person singular

3 person singular

15t person plural
2 person plural

3rd person plural

Person and Number
1st person singular
2nd person singular

3 person singular

1st person plural
2 person plural

3 person plural

To the future active and middle tense stems &&- or ox1jo-, add ewv.

g€eLv or oxnoewv to be about to have

unmarked

1. Only the tense stem distinguishes the future indicative active from the
present indicative active. Contrast the present stem of €xw with the

future stem of €€w and oynow.
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The Conjugation éAaVVwW, EAGW

éAaw is referred to as a contract w-verb because its stem ends in alpha in the
first person singular, future indicative active of the second principal part. When
the stem of principal part I or I ends in alpha, the alpha may contract with the
endings in accordance with the chart below. In the readings that follow, use
your knowledge of ¢éAdw to recognize and translate the forms of other alpha
contract w-verbs.

a+e > a a+o > w
a+el > a a+ ot > )
a+n > a a+ov > w
a+n > a a+w > )

Future Indicative Active of EAaVVw, EAGW

To the future active and middle tense stem £Aa-, add the correct endings.

Verb Form English Person and Number
Equivalent

EAD (EAGW) I'will march 1st person singular

ENQG (éAGeLg) you will march 2 person singular

EAD (EAGED) he, she, it will 3rd person singular
march

EAdpev (Adopev) we will march 1st person plural

éNaTe (ENGeTE) you will march 2 person plural

EAdaot (v) (EAaovat (v) they will march 3rd person plural

Future Infinitive Active of EAaVVW, EAAW

To the future active and middle tense stem €Aa-, add euv.

EAQV (EAAELY < ENGEEV) to be about to unmarked
march
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The Conjugation of Epyouat

Deponent w-verbs are similar to w-verbs except that they have middle and
passive forms but active meanings. All deponent w-verbs form their present
and future indicative actives just as €pyouat does. In the readings that follow,
use your knowledge of €pxouat to recognize and translate the forms of other
deponent w-verbs.

Future Indicative of Epyouat

To the future tense stem £¢Agvo-, add the correct endings.

Verb Form English Person and Number
Equivalent

éAevoopatl T'will go 1t person singular
éAevoel, €Aevon you will go 2nd person singular
gAevoetal he, she, it will go 3 person singular
élevooueba we will go 1t person plural
éAevoeobe you will go 2 person plural
glevoovTal they will go 3rd person plural

Future Infinitive of Epyouat

To the future tense stem &€AeVo-, add -eoBat.

gAevoeobat to be about to go unmarked

The Infinitive

Remember that in English and in Greek the infinitive is unmarked for person
and for number. It is classified as a verbal noun and is best understood by
thinking of its function as completing or enhancing the meaning of adjectives,
clauses, nouns, and verbs. This is why the infinitive is referred to as complement.
Sometimes classified as a mood, the infinitive is potential in meaning, &v
duvdapel, because its action may or may not be realized. There are two types
of infinitives, the declarative and the dynamic. Both the declarative and the
dynamic infinitives refer to actions that exist potentially or ¢&v uvdper.
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The Dynamic Infinitive

The dynamic infinitive refers to actions that exist potentially, &v duvapet. It
is negated by the abverb ui not and not ov not. For more on the dynamic
infinitive, see CGCG 51. Consider its use as a complement in these examples.

1. As a complement to modal verbs:

8¢el it is necessary Sel motéewv It is necessary to create.
8Uvapat be able SvUvapat aipéecOdat I.am able to choose.
gEeoTL it is possible éEeoTL meLpaELY It is possible to try.

€Yw be able €Y LUV oKELY I am able to remember.
KWEuveLw risk Kwdvedw Baveiv I'run the risk of dying.
TPOCNKeL it is fitting TPOCKeL pavOdavery It is fitting to learn.

XPn it is necessary Xpn aicBavesdar It is necessary to perceive.

2. As a complement to verbs of wishing and desiring:

aipéouar choose aipéopar 6pyxéecOarL I choose to dance.
BouvAevw resolve BouAevw BadiCerv Iresolve to go.
BovAouar want, prefer BovAouar éabierv I'want to eat.
Siavoéopuar decide, intend Sravoéouar §180vat Iintend to give.
8oxkéel it seems best 8okéeL mAgeLw It seems best to sail.
€0¢Aw be willing, wish €0¢Aw Aeimewy I'wish to leave.
omovdalw strive, be eager omoLvsalw dpéperv I strive to endure.

3. As a complement to knowledge verbs:

8L8dokw teach, teach how S18aokw EAANViCewy I teach how to speak Greek.
éniotapat know, know how  émictapat agidewv I know how to sing.
pavOavw learn, learn how nav@avew meiberv I learn how to persuade.

4. As a complement to verbs of command, compulsion, and persuasion:

aitéw ask, require aitéw o vopilew I ask you to believe.
avaykadlw force, compel avaykalw o€ AveLv I compel you to free.
8éopau ask, require 8éopat cod ypadewv I ask you to write.
keAeVvw command, bid KeEAEVW OE TEUTELY I bid you to send.
meiOw persuade neifw o¢ §16ovar I persuade you to give.

ToLEw cause ToLEW o€ EpyecOar I cause you to go
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5. As a complement to verbs of starting and stopping:

dpyouat begin dpyoupar eidéval I begin to know.
uéAAw be about uéAw meicecOar I am about to suffer.
Tavw stop Tavw o€ payecOat I stop you from fighting.

6. Epexegetically as a complement to adjectives and nouns:

aya006v good ayaBov oiecBar It is good to think.

d&Lov worthy a&Lov Aéyewv It is worthy to say.

S8ewov fearsome, awesome dewov opaewv It is awesome to see.
KaAdv good KAAOV TPATTELV It is good to act.

KaiLpog opportunity Karpog cvuPaivery There is an opportunity to

come to terms.

vouog custom, law vouog evpickeLy It is custom to discover.
GXOAN leisure GYOAI AKOVELY There is time to listen.
Opa time wpa dpyew It is time to begin.

7. As a complement of purpose often with verbs of giving, motion, receiving, and
taking:

€pyouat go, come oitov €¢a0iewv épyxoueda we go to eat food.
§idwu give Xwpav §idwut avtoig I give them the country to
Slapmacat plunder.

Practice Translating the Infinitive. Translate each of the below, which have
been adapted from folk songs and a variety of ancient Greek writers. Remember
the meanings and functions of the cases presented in Module 7. Nominative
case endings are bolded; genitive endings are italicized; dative endings are
highlighted; and accusative endings are underlined. Check your understanding
with the translations in the Answer Key. Now go back and read each sentence
two or three times, noticing with each rereading how much better your
understanding of the sentence becomes. Make this a habit and you will improve
quickly.

Praxilla of Sikyon, IIpd&iAia Zikvwv c. 451 BCE. Praxilla was a Greek lyric
poet of high renown. Only a few fragments of her work have survived. Antipater
of Thessalonike (c. 15 BCE) lists her as one of the nine immortal-tongued female
poets. Aristophanes parodies her in two of his comedies. The famous sculptor
Lysippos (c. 350 BCE) sculpted her in bronze.

219
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Athenaios of Naukratis, AGnjvatog 0 Navkpartitng, c. 190 CE. Athenaios was
a Greek rhetorician and grammarian. His fifteen-volume Scholars at Dinner,
Agutvocodlotal, on the art of dining, mostly survives. Among other things,
the work provides information about Greek literature, quoting from the works
of about 700 Greek authors and 2,500 different works. Topics discussed in the
volumes include, art, food, music, philology, sex, and wine.

Julian, Flavius Claudius Julianus, c. 331 CE. Julian was Roman emperor from
361 to 363 CE. He was also a philosopher and author of many works written in
Greek. About fifteen have survived. Julian rejected Christianity and promoted
Neoplatonic Hellenism. For this the Christian Church named him Julian the
Apostate. His work, The Caesars, quoted below, was a satire that describes
Roman emperors vying for the title of best emperor.

Case Endin, Function

Nominative -a, -G, -0, -0V, -0G, -0, -wVv  subject of the verb
Genitive -0V dependence, possession; object of a
preposition
Dative -Q, -L, - indirect object; object of a prefix,
preposition
Accusative -a, -av, -ag, -nv, -ov, -0¢, object of a verb
-0LC

ayabov o mavTi AiBw okopmiov puAdcocelv (Praxilla).

0V BovAopaLl KAAALGTOV PEV €y Agimewy daog nAlov (Praxilla).

0 BavaTtog pol keAevel Gatpa daswva Asimev (Praxilla).

dpyopal kat wpaiovg owkvoug kai piAa kal dyxvag Aeimewv (Praxilla).

Epxetal xeAldmv karag ®wpag ayew (Folk Song).

vouog avolyvuvatl TNy B0pav xeAlsovi (Folk Song).

Hpwpavig émiotatat tovg davnuepwtatoug cuvdakploat T@ mabel

(Athenaios, Scholars at Dinner, quoting Klearkhos speaking about

Eriphanis).

8. BéAeL yap 6 Bedg 0pOOg S péoov PadiCewv (Athenaios, Scholars at
Dinner, quoting Semos of Delos, speaking about the Ithyphalloi).

9. KalpoOg 8¢ KaAgel unkeETL ueAAew (Julian, The Caesars).

10.Péa é&v dpuyia pev toug Kopupavtag opyxéecBal meibel (Lucian, The

Dance).

Nk wh e

Adverbs and Verbs

*@Gyw, G&w do, drive, lead Agintw, Aeiyw leave

avoiyvoutL open *uéA\w, ueAAiow be about to, be going
to; be likely to + inf. (fut. inf. in Attic)
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*@pyonat, apgouat begin unkétL no longer
BadiCw, BadLéw or Badiow go opxéouat, 6pyricouar dance

*BovAouat, BovAncouatr want, prefer; *meibw, meiow persuade

wish, be willing

*¢pyouat, éAedoopar come, go

*0¢Aw, OeAjow be willing, wish

*KaAEw, KaAEw call

omovdalw, omovddcoual strive, be
eager

oLVSakpPLW, -Sakpuow cry, cry with

dLVAATTW, QLAGEW keep watch, keep

guard
*keAeVw, kKeAeVOW bid, order,
command
Adjectives, Nouns, Pronouns
Nominative Genitive Dative Accusative English Equivalent
*ayaOov ayafod ayabd ayabov good, noble
AVNUEPWTATOL  -TATWV -TATOLG -TATOVG most savage
dotpa dotpwv dotpolg dotpa stars
fjAlog nAlov NAlw fiAlov sun
‘Hpropavig ‘Hpipavidog Hpipavidt ‘Hpwpavida Eriphanis
0dvatog Bavatov Bavatw Bdvatov death
*0edg Beol Be® Bedv god, goddess, deity
0Ypa Oupag Bupa Bupav door, gate
*Kapog Kaipod Kap® Kapov right moment, critical
time, opportunity
KGAALGTOV KOoAALoTOL KoAAlOTW KOAALOTOV  most beautiful
*kaAail KaA®V KaAaig KaAGg beautiful, good
*KaAOV KOoA0D KAAQ KOAOV beautiful, good
Kopv-Bavteg -Bavtwv -Bavrolg -Bavtoug Korybants
AiBog AlBov ABw AlBov stone
uécov see 10 pécov the middle
uijAa uRAwv unAoLg uiAa apples
*vouog VOUOUL VoUW vouov law, custom
dyyvar Oyxvav dyyvaig dyxvag pears




222

Ancient Greek |

Nominative Genitive Dative Accusative English Equivalent

*0p00g 0pBod opOb® opBov upright, correct; erect

*nafog nabeog (maBovg)  mabel 1a6og suffering; experience;
passion; emotion

*1T0g TaAVTOG TV TL TOVTO all, each, every, whole

Péa Péag Péq Péav Rhea

oixkvol OLKLWV olKVOoLG oLlKVOLG cucumbers

oKopTiog oKopTiov oKOPTILW oKopTiov scorpion

T0 uécov 700 péoov 0 Yéow TO pécov middle, midst

dagva daewv®v baewolg daewa shining, brilliant

$aog (dpdG) bdeog (GWTOG) daeL (pwtl)  ddog (d&g)  light, daylight

dpuyia dpuyiag dpuyia dpuylav Phrygia

XEALS WV XEALSOVOG XEALSOVL XEALSOVa swallow

Opa wpag wpa wpav season, period, time

wpaiot wpaiwv wpaiolg wpaiovg seasonable; proper,

appropriate; ripe, ready

1. Theasteriskindicates the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary,
which you are to memorize.

Practice Translating. Translate the sentences below adapted from Euripides’
Bakkhai (Bdxyaur). Remember the meanings and functions of the cases presented
in Module 7. Nominative case endings are bolded; genitive endings are italicized;
dative endings are highlighted; and accusative endings are underlined. Note
that the third declension increases the number of possible endings for the
nominative singular. Check your understanding with the translations in the
Answer Key. Now go back and read each sentence two or three times, noticing
with each rereading how much better your understanding of the sentence
becomes. Make this a habit and you will improve quickly.

Case Endin Function

Nominative -aw, -€g, -1, -0, -0G subject of the verb

Genitive -0¢, -0, -0UG, -WV dependence, possession; object of a
preposition, adjective

Dative -ag, -1, -0LG, -OLv, - means or instrument; object of an
adverb or adjective; place where

Accusative -Q, -V, -ag, -g, -n, -NV, -V, object of a verb, preposition, prefix,

-0, -0V, -0G, -L adjective
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Awdvueog: adeddai untpog dhdokovowv 0Tl AlOVLGOG O0UK EKPLEL
Alog aAAa éx OBvntolU xal 6Tt || LepéAn &g Ziv' avadepel v
auaptiav Aéyovg. adTNV ai adeAdatl ékkavyaovtal 0TL KTeivel Zebg
aotpamndopw mupt OTL yauouvg Yevdel. toydp avtdg €k SOpwv
oloTpaw &yw pavialg. 6pog & oikéoval mapkomoL GPeEVAV. GKELHV
T €Yewv avTag avaykalw opylwv éuav. o BijAL onépua Kadueiwv,
doar yuvaikég eial, éxpaivw Swuatwy. 6pod 6¢ Kadpov maioiv
avaueiyvuvtatl kai YAwpedg vrr’ e atatg avopodolg AVTaL TETPALS.
Sel yap TRV ATEAEOTOV TAV TTOALY BaKYELUATWY EKuavBaveLy, Kal el
ur O€Aet, 6TL i Lepédn ue tiktel A, épudavi Bvntolg Saipova.

Adverbs and Verbs
avaykdalw, avaykdow compel, force Ruat sit

‘X’ in acc. + inf.

avapeiyvour, -uei&w mix up, mix *0¢éAw, OeAow wish, be willing
together

avadépw, -oicw bring up or back; xteivw, kTeVEw kill

place upon; refer

*8el it is necessary + X’ in gen. or dat. oikéw, oikfjow inhabit, settle; manage,
or acc. + inf., 8T €AO¢elv it is necessary dwell, live

to come

*eiui, Eoopan be, be possible oloTplw, oioTpriow sting, goad; go
mad, rage

éKKavyaouat, -kavyrjeouat boast ouod at the same place, together + dat.

ékuaivw drive mad TiKTW, T€EW bear, give birth

gkuavlavw, -padnocopar learn, know, tovydp therefore, accordingly
examine

€kOOw, -dVow be born from; beget, daokw claim, allege, assert
produce; grow

*¢xw, €€w or oxnow have, hold; be Yevdw, Yevow cheat, beguile; falsify,
able + inf.; kaA®G &xewv to be well lie about

Adjectives, Nouns, Pronouns
Nominative Genitive Dative Accusative English Equivalent
aderdai aSerd v aderdaic aserdag sisters

auaptia auaptiag auaptia auaptiav mistake, sin
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Nominative
avopodot
dotpanndopov

ATEAEGTOG

*avtal
*a0Tn
Baxkyevuata
yauot
yuvaikeg
Saipwv
Awdvuoog
8duot
Supata
*$yw
€AATN
éuoi

guoaviig

*Zevg
0fjAv
Ovntog
Kadpueiol
Kaduog
Aéxog
uaviot
*unTnp
OpyLa
6pog
*doat
*ralg
TAPAKOTTOL
méTpat

*TOALG

Genitive
avopodwv
-bopov

AateAéoTov

avT®V
avTiig
Bakyevudtwv
Yapwv
YLVALKOV
Saiyovog
Alovioou
Sopwv
Swuatwv
éuod
éAaTng
Eudv
éudavéog
(-06¢)

AL06 (Znvog)
OnAeog
Ovntol
Kadpeiwv
Kadpov
A€xe0g (-oug)
Havidv
HNTPOg
opyilwv
0peog (-oug)
dowv
natdog
TTAPAKOTTWVY
TeETPOV

TOAEWG
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Dative
avopodolg
-00pw

ATEAEOTW

avTalg
avTi
Baxyevuaot
yapoig
yuvai&i (v)
Saipovt
Aoviow
Sopolg
Swpaot (v)
éuot
éaatn
€uoig

eudavel

At (ZnvD)
OnAeL
ovnt®
KaSpeiolg
Kaduw
AEXEL
paviaig
untpt
opylolg
OpeL
doatlg
oSt
TTAPAKOTOLG
TETPALG

TIOAEL

Accusative
avopodoug
-hopov

ATEAEOTOV

avTag
avTAV
Baxyevuata
yaoug
yuvaikag
Saipova
Aldvuoov
Sopoug
Swpata
ué
gaatnv
€Uuovg

eudavéa (-j)

Ata (Zijva)
0fjAv
Ovntov
KaSpeiovg
Kaduov
AEXOG
paviag
untépa
Opyla
6pog
000G
natda
TAPAKOTTOVG
TETPAG

TIOALY

English Equivalent
roofless
lightning-bearing

without end;
uninitiated

they, them, theirs
she, her, hers
rites, mysteries
wedding, marriage
women

god, deity
Dionysos

house, houses
houses

I, me, mine
pine-tree

my

clear, manifest

Zeus

female

mortal
Kadmeian
Kadmos

bed, marriage-bed
madness, frenzy
mother

rites, mysteries
mountain

so many, as many
child

frenzied + gen.

rocks

city
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Nominative Genitive Dative Accusative English Equivalent
Top TUPOG mopl ndp fire

Zeuéin LeuéAang ZeUéAn ZeuéAnv Semele

oKeLN OKEVLAG OKEeVi OKELNV garb, dress

omépua OTEPUATOG oTépUaTL onépua seed

dpéveg dpevdv dpeot (v) dpévag mind

XAwpai XAwp®OV ¥Awpalg XAwpAag greenish-yellow

1. Theasteriskindicates the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary,
which you are to memorize.

Practice Parsing Greek Sentences. Parse each word of the sentences found
below. For nouns and pronouns, give the case and function. For verbs, give the
person, number, tense, mood, and voice. For adverbs and conjunctions, identify
them. For prepositional phrases, give the preposition and the preposition’s
object. For adjectives, specify the noun they agree with in gender, number, and
case.

Pea év dpuyia pev Tovg KopuPavtag opxéecbal meibel.

avTVv ai adeAdal ekkavydovtal 0TL KTeivel ZeLg aoTpanndopw mupl 6TL
yauoug pevsdeL.

Check your answers with those in the Answer Key.

Papyrology

Papyrus, mamupog, is paper made from the papyrus plant. Ancient Egyptians
used this plant to make reed boats, mats, rope, sandals, and baskets. They used
papyrus paper to write down many things, including lists, records, and literary
works. They also used it to wrap mummies. In hot and dry climates, papyrus
survives, offering us a window into the past. Papyrologists study the writings
these papyri record. Module 30 offers a recently discovered poem by Sappho,
preserved on papyrus.

Module 17 Top 250 Vocabulary to be Memorized. Like learning the alphabet
and endings, memorizing vocabulary is essential to acquiring language. The
better you memorize the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary words,
the greater mastery of the language you will have.

Nouns
apduodg, apLOpod 6 number

Biog, Biov o life
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8ixkn, 8ixng N custom, usage; judgment; order, right; penalty, sentence; lawsuit
Verbs

a8kéw, adwknow be unjust, do wrong

aipéw, aipriow take, seize, grab, capture; (mid.) choose

YLYVWOKW, yvwoouat know, recognize; decide + inf.

€AaVvw, EAAw drive, march

KEAEVW, KEAEVOW bid, order, command

K
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Technical Terms 13, Parts of Speech

Nouns, Pronouns, and Cases, cont. In Greek the genitive is called yeviki mt®oLg a
case that indicates a belonging to the yévog kind, type, origin, source. The etymology
of the genitive is a bit screwed up because the Latin grammarians didn’t fully
understand Greek grammar. Nonetheless, if we think of genus in genus and species,
meaning a kind or class or clan, it will get us most of the way there. Genitives tell us
about possession or source or type, so, Jayden’s gloves, or a piece of pie, or a loaf of
bread specify whose glove or what kind of piece or loaf it is.

What to Study and Do 17. Before moving on to the next module, make sure that
you have learned the endings for the future indicative and infinitive active of &€y
and €pyouat and that you can conjugate these verb forms. Make sure that you can
identify a verb by person, number, tense, mood, and voice. Finally, make sure that you
understand the function of the dynamic infinitive.

Learning Tip 17: Memorize Word for Word. You can use the memory palace
technique to memorize poems, short stories, novels, and even complete dictionaries.
Want to memorize the Oxford English Dictionary or Liddell and Scott’s Greek Lexicon?
Try using this learning tip for memorizing a poem by Robert Frost. You can use this
same technique for memorizing works of any length. Conversely you can use repetition
to fix this poem in your memory. Repetition is time-consuming and its results do not
necessarily last long, unless you continue to repeat the poem for an extended period.
As an alternative to repetition, try using the memory palace and SEE strategies. Both
methods require repetition and review. The memory place and SEE strategies are
longer-lasting and easier to recall. Note the highlighted words:

Whose woods these are I think I know.
His house is in the village though;
He will not see me stopping here
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To watch his woods fill up with snow.

My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near
Between the woods and frozen lake
The darkest evening of the year.

He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake.
The only other sound’s the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake.

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.

On the grille of our car, we place woods with an owl perched on a tree, crying who,
who. On the hood we place a house located in a small village. At the electric car
charging port we place a big round eye which sees me and has red knotted veins
popping out. In the driver’s seat is a big paper trashbag with woods drawn on it and
filling up with snow. The trash bag is wearing a giant watch around its waist. On the
dash is a little horse, prancing about and wearing a lightbulb for a hat. The horse
calls out in a hoarse voice, queer, queer, queer. In the passenger’s seat is an empty
field of snow with a big red zero melting into the snow. In the middle of the zero is
the roof of a collapsed farmhouse. Attached to the rooftop is a stop sign. Between the
seats is a console, made out of sweet-smelling cherry wood and filled with frozen ice.
On the floor of the backseat is a flashlight peering up at the dark roof from which an
evenly balanced scale hangs. The trunk is filled with liberty bells, held together with
harnesses, and shaking so much that their cracks are widening. At the back bumper
is a car jack with a stake for a lever. The jack is misplaced and unable to lift the car.
Up the tailpipe climbs a chimney sweep making a sweeping sound as he cleans the
outside of the pipe. Out of the tailpipe are blowing an easy wind and downy feathers
and flakes of cereal. On one bumper sticker are the words love trumps hate and on
another dark lives matter and on a third Deep Purple. The license plate has the word
promises with a picture of two entwined rings. On the rubber of one of the wheels
is written in red the words lifetime warranty and unlimited miles. Pay attention to
how long it takes you to commit the poem to memory. Also note how easy it is to recall
the poem verbatim. Try recalling the poem the next day to see how much you have
remembered. Try again in a week and then again in a month. Enjoy knowing that you
can memorize anything and carry it with you for as long as you wish.







