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Module 21
First Declension Short Alpha Nouns

Nouns

Nouns in Greek are defined just like nouns are in English; but the way they
create meaning is different. As in English, Greek nouns (6véuara) refer to
people, places, things, and ideas. Greek nouns have endings. English nouns
can change form when they show possession as in Jada’s book, where the ’s is
added as a suffix and indicates that the book belongs to Jada. English nouns also
change form when expressing the plural: two suns, three oxen, four mice. The
endings on Greek nouns, as we have seen previously, create the same meanings
that English does through form change, word order, and the use of prepositional
phrases.

First Declension Short Alpha Nouns in —a, -G and —q,
_aq

These nouns are feminine in gender. In the Attic dialect, nouns whose stem ends
in -g, -1, or -p take the short alpha -a, -6 endings. Memorize these endings, know
how to obtain the stem, and know how to decline the nouns. As you learn new

ending sets, look at the similarities and differences each has when compared to
those endings you have already memorized.

Declining First Declension Short Alpha Nouns —a, —1G
and —a, —Q¢

To decline first declension nouns ending in -a, -ng and -a, -ag, first get the stem
by removing the genitive singular ending -ng or -ag. What remains is the stem.
To the stem add the following endings:
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Feminine Feminine
Set 3 Set 4 (*stem ends in -g, -, -p)
S Pl S Pl
N -a -at N -a* -at
A -av -ag A -av -ag
G -ng -QV G -ag -V
D -n -aLg D -Q -auLg
\% -a -at A% -a -at
Feminine Feminine
Set 3 Set 4 (*stem ends in -g, -, -p)
S Pl S Pl
N -a -at N -a* -at
G -ng -Ov G -0¢ -0V
D -n -aLg D - -aLg
A -av -0¢ A -av -0¢
\% -a -at A% -a -at

Bdratta, BardtTng and melpa, meipag

S Pl S Pl
N faratta Bdrattal N nelpa melpat
A Barattav Barattag A nelpav melpag
G BaAatTng BaratT®OV G nieipag TELPOV
D Barattn Barattalg D nieipd neipatg
\% fdratta Bdrattal \% nelpa melpat
S P1 S Pl
N faratta Bdrattal N nelpa melpat
G Bardttng Baratt®dv G mielpag nelpiOv
D Bararttn Barattalg D nieipd neipatg
A Barattav Barattag A nelpav nelpag
\% fdratta Bdrattal \% nelpa melpat

1. The alpha of the nominative singular, accusative singular, and vocative
singular is short.
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2. The accent shifts to the ultima in the genitive plural.
3. Use the -a, -a¢ endings when the stem ends in -g, -, -p.

4. Remember that final -at and -ot are short for purposes of accentuation
except in the optative, a mood learned in Part II of the 21st-Century
series.

5. If the nominative has an acute accent on the ultima, it changes to a
circumflex in the genitive and dative, singular and plural.

First Declension Nouns in -n¢, -ov and -GG, -0V

These nouns are masculine in gender. In the Attic dialect, endings from the -ag,
-ov declension are found only in nouns whose stem ends in -g, -1, or -p. Memorize
these endings, know how to obtain the stem, and know how to decline the nouns.
As you learn new ending sets, look at the similarities and differences each has
when compared to those endings you have already memorized.

Declining First Declension Masculine Nouns in —ng, —
oL and -Q¢, —ov

To decline first declension nouns ending in -ng, -ov and -ag, -ov, first remove
the genitive singular ending -ov. What remains is the stem. To the stem add the
following endings:

Masculine Masculine
Set 5 Set 6 (use when stem ends in -¢, -, -p)
S Pl S Pl
N -ng -at N -QG -at
A -nv -GG A -av -Qg
G -0v -Ov G -0V -0V
D n -atLg D -a -aLg
\' -a, -n* -at A -a -at

*For the vocative singular, use -a unless otherwise noted.
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Masculine Masculine
Set5 Set 6 (use when stem ends in -¢, -1, -p)

S Pl S Pl
N -ng -a N -Qg -at
G -0v -Ov G -0v -0V
D - -alLg D -Q -aLg
A -nv -ag A -av -ag
Vv -a, -n* -at Vv -a -at

*For the vocative singular, use -a unless otherwise noted.

oTPATIWTNG, oTPATIWTOL and veaviag, veaviov

S Pl S Pl
N oTPATLWTNG oTpaTIOTAL N veaviag veaviat
A oTPATIOTNV OTPATIVTAG A veaviav veaviag
G OTPATLWTOV oTPATIWTOV G veaviov veaviihv
D OTPATIVTN OTPATIWTALG D veavia veavialg
Vv oTPATLATA oTPATIATAL A veavia veaviat

S P1 S Pl
N OTPATLWTNG oTpaTIOTAL N  veavidg veaviat
G OTPATLWTOV OTPATIWTOV G veaviov VEAVLOV
D OTPATLVTN OTPATIWTALG D veavid veavialg
A oTPATLLOTNV OTPATLWTAG A veaviav veaviag
A oTPATLATA oTpaTLATAL V  veavia veaviat
1. Some nouns with nominatives ending with -ng, have the vocative

singular ending -n instead of -a.
2. The accent shifts to the ultima in the genitive plural.
3. Use the -ag -ov endings when the stem ends in -g, -, -p.

4. Remember that final -at and -ou count as short for purposes of
accentuation except in the optative, a mood learned in Part II of the
21st-Century series.
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5. Ifthe nominative singular has an acute accent on the ultima, it changes
to a circumflex in the genitive and dative, singular and plural.

Noun Identification

You now know ten sets of endings for nouns:

First, Second, and Third Declension Noun Sets
1st Declension 2nd Declension 3rd Declension
Set1 Set2 Set3 Set 4 Set5 Set6 Set7 Set8 Set9 Set10
F Fgup F Fgyp M Mg, p M/F Neuter M/F Neuter
Njn a |& a |0 a [« ng at ag at Jog ot |ov a |- &g - a
Ajnw a |av &g [av &g | av &g n o ag av ag [ ov ovg|ov « [CAVIN (o - a
G ng v |ag @®v |ng ®v |ag ®dv ov Qv ov @V |ov wv |ov wv|og wv 0g  wv
D{n owg|a og|n ag | @ aLg n aLg a ag | w oK |w o]t o(v) [t ouv)
Vi{in a |& a |« ar | a oL omn [od at | € oL oV« -- £G - a
First, Second, and Third Declension Noun Sets
1st Declension 2nd Declension 3rd Declension
Set1 Set 2 Set3 Set 4 Set5 Set6 Set7 Set8 Set9 Set 10
F Fgyp F Fgyp M Mg,y p M/F Neuter M/F Neuter
Nin a |& o |« at | o at ng oL ag aL | oG ot ov o - £G - a
G ng &v|a ®v |ng @v |ag @dv ov Qv ov @V |ov wv |[ov wv|og wv 0§ v
Din awg|a& ag|m awg | @ alg n aLg Q ag [ w o | w oL o(v) |t ouv)
Alnv &g [av ag [av GG | av &g nv ag av ag [ ov oug|ov o [C AV (Y - a
Vin o |[& a |a a |« at a,mn at a at &€ ot |ov a |- & -

For the nouns below, take note of what set of endings each noun takes.

Xpiiua, xprparog to thing, matter, affair ; (pl.) money set 10
TOALTNG (TTOALTNG), TTOALTOV O citizen, freeman set 5
nuépa, nuépag n day set 2
OdAatTa, OardtTng 1) sea set 3
maig, mawdog iy o child set 9
Xwpa, xwpag n land, country set 2
0edg, Beod 1] 0 god, goddess set 7
neipa, Teipag N trial, attempt set 4
€pyov, é¢pyov 16 work, deed, task; building set 8
nplyua, Tphyuatog t6 matter, thing, affair; problem set 10
veaviag, veaviov 0 youth, young man set 6
apxn, apxig n rule, command; beginning set1

GTPATLWTNG, GTPATUITOV O soldier set 5
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6mAov, 6TTAoL T6 weapon set 8
80&a, 8§6ENG 1 expectation, notion, opinion; reputation set 3
Adyog, Adyov 0 word, speech, story; reason, account set 7
ypabdg, ypaodg 1) old woman set9

Practice Declining Nouns. Decline these nouns with the article (answers are in
the Answer Key): poboa, uovong | muse and mwowtig, Towtod O poet.

As you write out the forms, note the similarities and differences with the
endings you have already memorized. Writing out the forms helps you to
process this new information.

Practice Translating. Translate the sentences below, which have been adapted
from Euripides’ Medea (M 6eta). Remember the meanings and functions of the
cases presented in Module 7. Use your memory to identify endings and their
functions. If you forget an ending or a function, consult the Adjective, Adverb,
Noun, and Pronoun Chart in Appendix VIII and the Case and Function Chart
in Appendix I. Check your understanding with the translations in the Answer
Key, making sure that you understand why each word translates as it does.
Now go back and read each sentence two or three times, noticing with each
rereading how much better your understanding of the sentence becomes. Make
this a habit and you will improve quickly.

Taowv: o0 kpvodual TWvEE ool T mAeiova. aAN, el Tt BoUAN matciv i
oavtij, dpLyfc mpoowdéAnua, xpnubtwv éu®v AaBelv mieiova, tadta
oxnoels. €tolpog adbovy Siddval xelpt &évolg te meumey cvufoia. ol
8¢ §pacovoi o’ €v. xal Tadta pi BéAovoa, uwpaveig. Afyovoa 8 opyfic,
KepSavelg dueivova.

5 Mnéera: o0 BovAopat &évolg Toig 0oig xplabal ovte TL §€xeabal. KeAeOw
un AUtv 8tdovat. kakod yap avdpog 8mp’ 6vnolv ovk ExeL
Taowv: AN 00V €ym uév Saipovag paptopopal mg tave Hitovpyelv ool
Te Kal TEKVOLG BEAW. ool & ovk apéokel Ta ayaba. aAN’ avBadia ¢pidovg
anwOi tolyap AAyvvi] mAéov.

10 Mndewa: wpa ool Ywpelv: OB yap Thg veodunTov kKd6pnG omouvsadelg
Xpovitewv Sdwpatwv €EwTiog; Sokel ool vuudpevev: {owg yap ToloBtov
Bpnvnon yauov.
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Adverbs and Verbs

AAYOVW, AAYyLVEW pain, grieve,
distress; (fut. mid. and pass.) suffer
pain, be distressed

ATWOEw, dmewow thrust away, push
back

apéokw, apéow please + dat.; make
good, make amends

*BovAouat, BovAncopal want,
prefer; wish, be willing

Yapéw, yauéw or youow, marry;
(mid.) give in marriage, marry (a
man)

Séxonar, 8€Eopan receive; meet;
encounter; accept; undertake + inf.

*§idwuL give; Siknv 8idwur I pay the
penalty; 8idwuw yapuwv I give thanks

*§okéw, §O0EW seem, think; seem best,
think best + inf.

Spaw, pdow do, accomplish, act

*gxw, EEw or oyfjow have, hold; be
able + inf.; kaA®¢ Exewv to be well

*0¢éAw, OeAjow wish, be willing

Opnvéw, Opnvijow sing a dirge, wail;
bewail

iowg perhaps

*KkeAeVW, KEAEVOW bid, order,
command

Adjectives, Nouns, Pronouns

*ayaBog, ayadn, aya®dév good, noble

aueivova, auewovwyv ta better

Kepdaivw, kepdavéw gain, derive
profit

Kpivw, kpwéw judge, decide, pick out,
choose, separate

Aapetv to take

uaptopouat, paptopéouat invoke,
call to witness

uwpaivw, pwpavéw be silly, be
foolish

VoudevW, vVouPeLow betroth, marry;
give in marriage

*néunw, téudw send

TAE0V more

omovdalw, omovdacw be serious, be
earnest; be eager + inf.

Tovyap therefore, accordingly

VToLPYEw, DTTOLPYNOW render
service, help, assist + dat.

*Ypaouat, ypriocouat use, employ,
experience + dat.

XPoviCw spend time; tarry, linger

XWPEw, Ywpriow make room for;
retire; advance

dvnoig, 6viioewg N\ use, profit,
advantage; good luck

opyn, 6pyiig | mood; anger, wrath
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*avip, av8pog 6 man, husband

avBadia, avBadiag ny willfulness,
stubbornness

do0ovog, adBovov without envy;
plentiful

yauog, yauov 6 wedding, marriage

Saipwv, Saipovog o deity; fortune;
destiny

Sdpa, Swpartog t6 houses
Sdpov, wpov 10 gift

E€EWTMLOG, £EWTLOV out of sight of

€toLpnog, EToiun, étowpov ready, at
hand; able + inf.

*@¢éAovoa, BeAovong 1) wishing, being

willing
*KaKOG, Kakr], Kakov bad, evil,
cowardly

KOpN, KOpng 1 girl; daughter
Afyovoa, Anyovong N staying,

abating; stopping, ceasing from + gen.

veoddunrtog, veoduntov newly tamed;

new-wedded

&évog (Eevog), Eévou (Eeivov) o
stranger; guest-friend

*nalg, mat80g 1) 0 child

*tavta, Tavtwyv Td all, each, whole

TAeiova, TAELOVWY TA more

m600¢, 1600V 0 yearning for + gen.

TPOCWOEANUA, TPOCWOEA|UATOG
70 help, aid

oauTH], cauTig 1| yourself
*60g, oN, 60V your

ovupoiov, cuupoirov 16 signs,
tokens, codes

TEKVOV, TEKVOVL TO child

*toLo0TOoG, ToLavTn, ToLodTOo Of such
a kind or sort

*didog, dirov o friend

duyn, dvuyiig 1) flight, escape, exile

*Yeip, XeLpog N (dat pl. xepoiv)
hand; force, army

*xpiua, xpuatog 16 thing; (pl.)
goods, money, property

Opa, ®pag 1| season, period, time

1. Theasteriskindicates the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary,
which you are to memorize.

Practice Parsing Greek Sentences. Parse each word of the sentence found
below. For nouns and pronouns, give case and function. For verbs, give person,
number, tense, mood, and voice. For adverbs and conjunctions, identify them.
For prepositional phrases, give the preposition and the preposition’s object. For
adjectives, specify the noun they agree with in gender, number, and case.

mo0w yap TG veoSUNTOL KOPNG 6TTOVSACELS XPOVICELY SWUATWY EEWTILOC;

Check your answers with those in the Answer Key.
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History

History begins with Herodotos. Though influenced by epic, travelogues, medical
treatises, and other intellectual writings, Herodotos and his Histories are
discontinuous. They represent a distinct break with the past in their creation
of a new genre intent on explaining what happened in the fighting between
the Greeks and the barbarians and on preserving other items of interest,
including customs, fauna, flora, great works, sexual mores, and religious beliefs.
Thoukydides continued Herodotos’ novel approach, writing a contemporary
history of the Peloponnesian Wars, which he called an objective presentation
of what really happened and a ktijua €g aiei, possession for all time. Xenophon
then picked up where Thoukydides left off, starting his Hellenika in 411 BCE and
ending in 362 BCE. Our fascination with histories, myths, and stories of all sorts
continues today as we seek to understand the present and predict the future
through our study of the past.

Module 21 Top 250 Vocabulary to be Memorized. Like learning the alphabet
and endings, memorizing vocabulary is essential to acquiring language. The
better you memorize the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary words,
the greater mastery of the language you will have.

Nouns and Adjectives

ayafdg, ayadn, ayabov good, noble

806&a, 60&Nn¢ 1 expectation, notion, opinion; reputation
0dracca (Bdratta), Bardoong iy sea

uoévog, uovn, uévov only, sole, alone, solitary; one
TOAEULOG, TOAENLA, TTOAEULOV hostile

TPOTEPOG, TPOTEPQ, TPOTEPOV prior, before, sooner
TPKTOG, TPWTN, TPHOTOV first, for the present, just now
60Gg, 61, 6OV your

dirog, diAn, dirov friendly, kind, well-disposed + dat.; (n.) friend

e B
Etymology Corner XXI by Dr. E. Del Chrol

Technical Terms 17, Parts of Speech

Verbs, cont. The word finis in Latin means end, so finite verbs are doubly appropriate
in English. On a small level, the verb has an ending on it (a finis). On a broader level,

& J
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the endings limit the action of a verb to a person and number doing it and making the
action finite. When a verb has no limitations of person and number, i.e., no endings, it
is an infinitive. Infinitives are translated in English with to, and you can remember
that from the famous saying of Buzz Lightyear who became a grammarian after the
Toy Story series: “To = infinitive! And beyond!”

What to Study and Do 21. Before moving on to the next module, make sure that
you have memorized the short-alpha noun endings and can decline these nouns from
memory. Also make sure that you understand that each noun takes one ending set.
Finally make sure that you understand how to read the chart on noun endings.

Learning Tip 21: Learn from Mistakes and Successes. Look for the errors behind
your mistakes but beware of rearview-mirror hindsight biases. Own your failures
and your mistakes. The most common error is to learn too little from your mistakes,
though the opposite is also possible. Also evaluate your successes—were you just
lucky or did you reason things out correctly? Consider this culinary example. You
cook a dish that does not taste as good as you wish. Consider the ingredients you used,
how you cooked it, and how you spiced it. Find your error and look to correct it. If
your spicing is off, try using more or less salt and balancing your flavors with acid.
Learning to do anything consistently well requires an understanding of what works
and what does not




