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Module 27

Comparative and Superlative
Adjectives and Adverbs; Dative of
Degree of Difference

Adjectives

Remember that Greek and English adjectives have the same function, though
the Greek adjective has endings and the English adjective does not. Adjectives
in both languages are words that describe nouns. In the phrase the happy and
sad blues, the, happy, and sad describe the noun blues. The Greek adjective
has endings because the endings enable it to agree in gender, case, and number
with the noun it modifies.

Adjectives and Degree

English and Greek adjectives have three degrees: positive, comparative, and
superlative. English creates the three degrees of the adjective through suffixes
or with the adverbs more and most:

Positive: happy
Comparative: happier, more happy
Superlative: happiest, most happy

Greek does the same.

Adjectives of the Comparative and Superlative Degree

Adjectives show degrees by using one of two sets of suffixes or by using the
adverb udéAAov more for the comparative degree and the adverb pdAwota most
for the superlative degree.
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The comparative degree suffixes -tepog, -tépa, -tepov decline like
first and second declension adjectives.

The superlative degree suffixes -tatog, -tdtn, -tatov decline like
first and second declension adjectives.

The comparative degree suffixes -wwv, -tov decline like third
declension nouns with some alternate forms.

The superlative degree suffixes -1ot0g, -ioTn, -totov decline like
first and second declension adjectives.

An additional way to form the comparative and superlative is to use the adverbs
wdAAov or pdAtota, along with the positive degree of the adjective.

udéAAov + the positive degree of the adjective.

udAeTa + the positive degree of the adjective.

Declining Comparative and Superlative Adjectives

To form the comparative and superlative degrees of 1st and 2nd declension
adjectives, obtain the stem by dropping -o¢ from the masculine nominative
singular.

If the stem ends in a long syllable (a long vowel or diphthong or a short
vowel followed by two consonants or by the double consonants -, -g, or -y), add
to it -0tepog, -0tépa, -6tepov for the comparative and -4tatog, -otaTn, -6TATOV
for the superlative.

If the stem ends in a short syllable, add to it -wtepog, -wtépa, -wtepov for
the comparative, and -wtatog, -wtdtn, -wtatov for the superlative.

Consider the following examples.

Comparative degree
M F N

SnAdtepog SnAotépa SnAdtepov clearer, more clear

00dWTEPOG co0dwTEPQ codWTEPOV wiser, more wise
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Superlative degree

M F N

SnAdtatog SnAotatn SnAdtatov clearest, most
clear

coPWTATOG 00hWTATN codWTATOV wisest, most wise

Declining Comparative and Superlative Adjectives in
-nG, -€¢ and in -Ug, -€lq, -V

To form the comparative and superlative degrees of 3rd declension adjectives
ending in -ng, -e¢ and of adjectives ending in -Ug, -ela, -0, add the suffixes
directly to the stem without any intervening vowel. The stem of these adjectives
is taken from the neuter singular nominative.

Comparative degree

M F N

axpLpéo-Tepog axpLBeotépa axpBéotepov preciser, more precise

AaAnBéo-tepog aAnBéatépa ainbéatepov truer, more true

€VOV-TEPOG evOLTEPQ evOUvTEPOV straighter, more straight
Superlative degree

M F N

axppéo-Tatog axpLpeotaTn axpBéotatov precisest, most precise

AaAnBéo-tatog aAnbeotdTn aAnbéotatov truest, most true

€vBv-Ttatog evbutan evbutarov straightest, most straight

Declining Comparative and Superlative Adjectives
-lwv, -Lov and -10T0GC, -loTN, -LOTOV

Adjectives that take -iwv, -tov in the comparative degree take -totog, -iotn,
-tetov in the superlative degree. The comparative degree declines like a third
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declension noun with a few alternate forms. The superlative degree declines
like 1%t and 2 declension adjectives.

Comparative degree

Singular Plural
M/F N M/F N
N Nélwv ilov N néiloveg, diovg nélova, Néiw
A néiova, Néiw iSlov A néiovag, ndiovg néiova, Néiw
G néiovog néiovog G néLovwv NnéLovwv
D néiovt néiovt D néioat (v) néioot (v)
\Y fidlov fidlov \Y néiloveg, dlovg néilova, Néiw
Singular Plural
M/F N M/F N
N Nélwv ilov N ndiloveg, diovg nélova, Néiw
G néiovog néiovog G néLovwv néovwv
D néiovt n&iovt D néioaot (v) néioot (v)
A néiova, R6iw iSlov A néiovag, ndiovg nélova, Néiw
\% fiStov fi8lov \% néioveg, ndiovg néiova, Néiw
Superlative degree
M F N
N SltoTog néiotn fidtoTov
Adverbs

Unlike nouns, pronouns, and adjectives, adverbs do not have gender, number,
or case. Adverbs modify adjectives, verbs, or other adverbs. Like adjectives,
adverbs have three degrees: positive, comparative, and superlative.

For the positive degree English typically adds the suffix -ly. English uses the
suffixes -er and -est or more and most to create the comparative and superlative
degrees of the adverb:
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Positive: loudly
Comparative: loudlier, more loudly
Superlative: loudliest, most loudly

Greek creates the three degrees by adding a suffix.

Adverbs of the Positive Degree

Most adverbs are formed from adjectives by adding -wg to the stem, found by
dropping the ending from the masculine genitive singular of the adjective.

a&log, aia, G€ov worthy aing worthily
KAKOG, KakN, Kakov bad KAK®G badly
evdaipwv, eSatpov happy evdaLuovwg happily
€VYEVI|G, EVYEVEG noble EARVAVATY nobly

1. Adverbs in -wg accented on the ultima always have a circumflex:
KOK@®C.

Adverbs of the Comparative Degree

Adverbs formed from adjectives use as their comparative degree the neuter
accusative singular of the comparative degree of the adjective.

Skaiwg justly Swkardtepov more or rather justly
codKg wisely coPWTEPOV more or rather wisely
aAn0bhg truly aAnOéostepov more or rather truly
N8éwg sweetly jéLov more or rather sweetly

Adverbs of the Superlative Degree

Adverbs formed from adjectives use as their superlative degree the neuter
accusative plural of the superlative degree of the adjective.
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Skaing justly Swaldtata most justly

[ LT0TATY wisely coowTaTA most wisely
aAn0dg truly aAnféoctata most truly
Nééwg sweetly félota most sweetly

Comparison with 1] and the Genitive Case
When you compare two things as in these sentences,
laughter is stronger than tears,
and
the whole is greater than the part,

using the comparative degree, you may do so by using the word f than or by
using the genitive case without fj, called a genitive of comparison.

Consider these examples. The underline marks the second item in the
comparison.

1. 6 yéAwg kpeittwv f oluwyn.
Laughter is stronger than tears.

2. 0 yéAwg KpeitTtwv oluwyic.
Laughter is stronger than tears.

3. xai 10 6Aov peiCov 1ol pépoug éotl.
The whole is greater than the part.

4. xai to 6Aov Yelfov i) 0 uépog €oti.
The whole is greater than the part.

Note that when you use §{j, the two things being compared are always in the
same case.

Dative of Degree of Difference

If you want to state the degree by which one thing is more than another, use the
dative case. In this sentence,

TOAAD 1{6e codwTEPA THG UNTPOG €OTL,
she is much wiser than her mother,

the moAA® by much is the dative of degree of difference.
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Adjectives and Adverbs in Summary

The chart below contains all the information found above, and information on
adjectives from other modules, but in a condensed form. Look it over, making
sure that you understand how to read it.

M/F N M/F N
N | dopov Gppoveg Gopov dppova aAnOng aAn0éeg/eig aAn0ég aAn0go/n
A | dopova Gppovag Gdppov Goppova aAnO€o/n aANO€ac/elg aAn0ég aAn0go/n
G | Gppovog  GppOVOV Gppovog  APPOVOV aAnB£og/ovg aANOEV/OdV aAnbéog/odg aAnOémv/dv
D | doppovt Geppoot (v) | Gppovi Goppoot (v) | aAndel aAn0éot (v) AaAn0el arnbéot (v)
V | dopov Gppoveg Gppov Gppova aAn0Eg GAN0Eec/elg AaAn0ég aAn0€o/n
M/F N M F N
N | ndilwv ndloveg/mdiovg | fHdwov nolova/mdi® | 1évg  MOElg noeio Mogion i) Nnoééa
A | ndlova/mdio  Mdlovag/mdiovg | fdwov nélova/mdio | névv M€l ndeiav Modeiog i) Nnééa
G | ndilovog Nnodvev ndélovog  Mddovov ndéog  Mdémv ndeiag Ndedv Nnééog  Mdéwv
D | ndiovt ndioct (v) ndiovt noioot (v) ndéot (v) | ndei  Mdelong ndéot (v)
V | }dwov ndioveg/ndiov: fjotov Ndiovo/ndio 0 NOEl noeio  Mdeion Noca
Three-Ending Two-Ending -0G, -G
M FgLp=a N M/F N Comparative: -tepog, -a, -ov; -imv, -1ov -TEPOV; -10V
-0¢ mor-a -ov -0¢ -ov Superlative: -tatog, -n, -ov; -1ot0G, -n, -ov | ~T0T0; -10TA
M/F N M/F N
N | dopwv Goppoveg Gopov Gopova GAnOMg GAnOec/elg aAn0ég aAnBéo/n
G | Gopovog  GppoVeOV Gppovog  AppoOveV aAn0£og/obg aAnBéwv/dv aAn0€og/ovg aAnOémv/dv
D | dopovt Gopoot (V) | depovt Gopoot (v) | aAnBel aAndéot (v) dAn0el aAnbéot (v)
A | dopova Gopovag Gopov Gopova aAnBéo/n aAnBéag/elg dAnbég aAnbéo/n
V | dopov Gippoveg Gopov Gopova aAnBéc aAnBéeg/eig dAn0ég aAnbéo/n
M/F N M F N
N | néiwv ndioveg/mdiovg | fdov ndlova/mdio | g  Mdelg noela Moot 180 ndéa
G | ndiovog Nndvvev ndiovog | Nd16vov ndéog Mdéwv ndeiag Moe1dV Nndéog  Mdéwv
D | ndiovt ndioot (v) ndiovt ndioot (v) noel  ndéor(v) | Mdeig  Mdeioug Nnéel Moot (v)
A | ndilova/mdio | ndiovag/mdiovg | fdov nélova/ndie® | Hdvv  MdElg noglav  Mdeiog it} Nndéa
V | f{dov ndiovec/ndiov: fjolov ndiovo/ndio | 13V i NOE noeion 150 N0€
Three-Ending Two-Ending -0G, -G
M FgLp=a N M/F N Comparative: -1epog, -0, -ov; -iov, -lov -TEPOV; 1OV
-0¢6 -nor-a -ov -0¢ -ov Superlative: -tatog, -1, -ov; -1670g, -1, -ov | ~T0T0; -10T4
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Practice Translating Comparative and Superlative Adjectives. Translate
the sentences below, which have been adapted from a variety of ancient Greek
authors. Check your understanding with the translations in the Answer Key,
making sure that you understand why each word translates as it does. Now go
back and read each sentence two or three times, noticing with each rereading
how much better your understanding of the sentence becomes. Make this a
habit and you will improve quickly.

Satyros of Kallatis, Zatvpog KaAAatig c. 150 BCE. Satyros was a philosopher,
historian, and biographer whose subjects included kings, philosophers, poets,
orators, and statesmen. Fragments of his biography on Euripides were found on
a papyrus scroll at Oxyrhynchus, Egypt in the early 1900s.

1. tivopiCelg v Snuokpartiav moAA® Réiova Tvpavvidog;

upot yépovtt maideg dlovg matpl kai untpi Twvov (Satyros).

0 8¢ oTpatnyog Ebn avTog KpelTTwY VSATOC.

Bdvatog Ui Tadta avapuviokel 6Tt 6 TAoDTOG Xeipwv 1| Uyieta.

TIVL TPOTIW €l TPOTTOL fov)iov &mel TayLoTa i OpyNV OTEVSELG;

S

Edn péylotov yap €Akog mMOAEWG KAKOV PTopa SnUaywyov: 6g yap
Sfjuov meibel kakd moléewv (Satyros).

7. Talta yap €0Tt SHTTOU G GUVEXEL TNV VEWTEPAY KwUwLSlav kal & mpog
dxpov ffyayev Evpuniéng (Satyros).

8. &v 82 ToUTW T Kap® KIWSLVELOELS eyelpal Tva ¢ T Yprinata mAeloTa
Kai kpatiotn f avépayadia;

9. okoméewv & &&lov. Tl yap eDAOYWTEPOV EMel TAG yE KOK{aG Kal TUG APETAG,
KaBdmep EAeyev 0 ZwKpATNG, TAG aVTAG €v Kal avEpl Kal yvvaiki €0ty
evupely (Satyros);

10.1 8¢ petaméunel v GvBpwmov kal i8oboa 0 kKdAAog, “xdipe,” dnoiv,
“yovat Pevdeig dp’ ai Staforal- oU yap &v @ mMpoownw TG a¢) Kal Tolg
00BaApOTG Exelg dhpuaka kKaAALoTa (Satyros).

Vocabulary
*dyw, afw, fyayov do, drive, lead; *Aéyw, AEEW or £péw, EAe€a or glmov
XGapw ayw I give thanks say, tell, speak
xpov Gxpov TO top, furthest point;  n€yLotog, UeYioTn, UEyLoTOV
mountain top greatest
avauLluviokw call to mind, remind petaméunw send for, send after
avépayadia, avépayadiag i *unTnp, untépog (unTpog) n mother

courage, bravery
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*avip, av8pog 6 man, husband

*&vOpwmog, avOpwmov 1) 6 human,
person

*@&Log, agia, aglov worthy, deserving
+ gen.

*apeTn, apetig 1 virtue; excellence
YEpwV, YéPOvTog 0 old man
*yuvij, yovatkog | woman, wife

Snuaywyog, snuaywyod 6
demagogue

Snuoxpartia, Snuokpartiog N
democracy

*8fjuog, 8juov 0 people

Snmov surely

SwafoAn SwaPoAiig n slander

éyeipw, éyepéw, fyeLpa awaken,
rouse

€A\kog, €Akeog (-ovg) T6 wound

€DAOYWTEPOG, EVAOYWTEPOV More
reasonable

Evputidng, Evpurtidov 0 Euripides,
tragic playwright from Athens, c. 450
BCE

*gOpiokw, eOpiow, nOpov find

*¢om he, she, it said

*¢xw, €Ew or oynow, éayov have,
hold; be able + inf.; kaA®g €xewv to be
well

*UKPOG, ukpa, utkpov small

VEWTEPOG, VEWTEPW, VEWTEPOV
newer

*vouifw, vouléw, évoutoa believe,
think, have the custom of, hold as
custom

opyn, 6pyiig | mood; anger, wrath
*0paw, 6Youat, eiov (i8eiv) see
000aAnO6G, 0OOUANOD 0 eye

maifw play, sport, dance
*nalg, mar80g 1) 0 child

*natnp, Tatpog o father

*neifw, meiow, Emeloa persuade +
inf.; (mid. or pass.) listen to, obey +
dat. or gen.

*mAeloTog, TAEioTN, TAELOTOV MOSt,
greatest, largest

mAoDTOGg, TAOVTOUL 0 wealth

*noléw, Tomow, émoinoa do, make,
cause; (mid.) consider

*TOALG, TOALOG (TTOAN0G, TOAEWG) 1)
city

TPOGWTOV, TPOGWTOVL TO face

pnTwp, pTopog o rhetor, speaker

*OKOTEW, OKOTTHOW, é6KOTNGA, look
at; examine; consider

*60g, 61], 6OV your
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néiwv, j8Lov sweeter, pleasanter omevdw, otevoW, EoTTELVOA Urge on,
press on; hasten, be eager

novyLog, nevyLov quiet GUVEYW make up, contain

0dvatog, Oavdrov 0 death Zwkpatng, Zwkpatovg 0 Sokrates,

Plato’s teacher and famous oral
philosopher c. 450 BCE

idoboa, idovong 1) seeing, having TéyLoTa most quickly

seen

KaOdrep just as *Tpomog, TPpOTOL 0 way, manner,
turn; (pl.) character

*KaLpog, xarpod o0 right moment, TLPAVVIG, TVPAVVISOG 1) tyranny

critical time, opportunity

Kakia, kakiag 1) wickedness; fault vyiera, vyweiag \ health, soundness

*KaKOG, KaKN, Kakov bad, evil, 0V8wp, V8atog 6 water; pond

cowardly

KAAALOTOG, KOAALGTH, KAAALGTOV ddpuakov, dapuakov o drugs,

most beautiful medicine

KAAAOG, KAAAEOG (KAAAOLG) TO *dnui say, affirm, assert

beauty

Klvduvetw, Ktvduvevow, xaipw be well; rejoice at, take

éxwvdvvevoa run a risk, hazard; dare pleasure in + dat.
+1inf.; be likely + inf.

KPATLOTOG, KPATLOTN, KPATLGTOV XEipwv, xeilpov worse, inferior
strongest

KpeiTTwv, KpeltTov better, stronger, *ypijua, xpruatog to thing; (pl.)
greater goods, money, property
KOUWLSia, Kwuwidiag iy comedy Yevdrng, Yevdég false

1. Theasteriskindicates the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary,
which you are to memorize.

Practice Translating. Translate the sentences below, which have been adapted
from Homer’s Odyssey (080aoeLa). Remember the meanings and functions of
the cases presented in Module 7. Use your memory to identify endings and their
functions. If you forget an ending or a function, consult the Adjective, Adverb,
Noun, and Pronoun Chart in Appendix VIII and the Case and Function Chart
in Appendix I. Check your understanding with the translations in the Answer
Key, making sure that you understand why each word translates as it does.
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Now go back and read each sentence two or three times, noticing with each
rereading how much better your understanding of the sentence becomes. Make
this a habit and you will improve quickly.

IInveAdmera: Solal ydp te moAal apevnv®dv eicilv oveipwv: al pev yap
Kepheal Tevyovtay at 8 éAédavtl. avT®v ol v €pyovtat Sld mpLotoDd
EAEGAVTOC. 0UTOL ' gAedaipovTal Kai &me’ axkpaavta pEpovoLy. oi 8¢
814 EeoT@V KepAwv EpxovTtal Bupale. obTOL P’ ETVUA KPALVOLGL, BPOTHOV
el TIq ophel. &AN’ ¢uol oUk &vtelBev ofopal aivov dvelpov EABETV. el
00UTWG, N AoTaoTOV éuol Kai Tatdi yevioetal. GAAo 8¢ ool épéw- 1{8e
8¢ Nwg éievoetal Svowvupog, | W 08vocéwg oikov amocynoel. vov
yap katabnow aebrov, Toug meAéKeag, oUG KEVOG &v ueydpolg iatnov
€€eing, Spuoyoug g, Swdeka mavtag. iotnow & 6 ye moAL dvevbe Kal
Slappurtaokel oioTtdv. vOv 8¢ pvnotipeoty deBiov tobtov édnow: 6¢ 8¢
pnitar évtavoet BLov év moAaualg Kai §lototevel meAékewv Svokaideka
TAVTWV, TOUTW avTh &Y &Pouat. kal vodicopat 168 S®pa kovpidiov,
udAa KaAov, virmielov BLotov, ob moté uviioesBat oiopat &v mep Oveipw.

'08ve6e0g EETVOG: K yUval aidoin Aagptid§ov 08vocéwe, S€T UNKETL VTV
avafarrewv dopolg €vi Toltov GeBAov. Tpiv yap moAvUNTLG éAevoeTal
€v0a8’ 08vacelg, plv TOVTOLG TO8e TOEOV £1E00V audadaely Te vevpnv
T ¢vtavuoal Sloioteboal te oL8pov.

IInveAdmera: i €0éAelg mapd pot, Egtve, nodat £v ueydpolg Kai tépmeLy,
oVk ofopatl pot bvov eni BAepapolg yvdroeabad.

Adverbs and Verbs
audadaw touch, feel, handle R in truth, verily
waBarAw, -Baréw, -¢Barov strike rjual (f]cm, notai, Hueda, fore,
up; throw up; delay nvtay nedau) sit
@vevBe far away, distant 00pade to the doors, out of doors
anéyw keep off or away from *lotnuy, otow, €otnoa or €otnv

stand, make stand, place

*yiyvouay, yevijoouat, €yevounv be, katatibnuu place, put, lay down

be born

*8el it is necessary + X’ in gen. or dat. kpaivw, Kpavéw, Ekpava accomplish,
or acc. + inf., 8T €AOelv it is necessary fulfil, bring to pass

to come

Srappurtdokw shoot through, cast *Agyw, AEEw or £péw, EAeEa or elmov
say, tell, speak
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StoioTevw shoot an arrow through +
gen.

*eiui, Ecopar be, be possible
*¢0éAw, ¢0eAnow, NOéANca wish, be
willing

éledaipopar cheat with empty hopes

€v0aSe here, there; hither, thither

evi=¢&v
évtavow stretch, bend, string

évteD0ev (¢v0ebtev) thence, hence
€&eing in order, in a row

*2moual (imp. eimounv), é€vopat,
éomounyv follow + dat.

*Epyouat, EAevoouat, RAOoV (EA0eTv)
come, g§o

€oinuy, -ow, -fika send on, against;
let go, yield; (mid.) command, give
orders; (mid.) aim at, long for + gen.;
(mid.) allow, permit + ‘X’ in dat. + inf.

Adjectives, Nouns, Pronouns

GeOAov, agbAov 10 prize, contest

aidoiog, aidoia, aidotlov: deserving
of awe, respect; valuable, excellent;
bashful, modest; ta aiSola private
parts

aivog, aiviy, aitvov dread, dire, grim

akpaavtog, axpaavtov unfulfilled,
fruitless

udAa very

unkértw no longer

ULUVAOKW, uvijow, Euvnoa remember
+ gen.

VoOilw, vodLéw vodicouat, EvodLoa
turn away, shrink back; forsake,
abandon

*olouat (oipav), oifjoopat, Godunv
think, suppose, believe

*0pdw, dYouat, ei8ov (i8iv) see
pnitata most easily

TépTw, TEPYW, Etepya delight, cheer;
enjoy + dat.

TEVYW, TEVEW, €Tevia make ready,
make, produce; cause, bring to pass

*dépw, olow, fveyka or Kfveykov
bring, bear, carry; endure

Xéw, Yéw, €xea, KéYuka, KEYLUaAL,
€x00nv pour; (pass.) be heaped up

nwg, novg 1 dawn
*KAAOG, KaAl, KaAov beautiful, good,
noble

Kevog, keivov 0 he, that one

Képag, k€paog t6 horn of an animal
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*@AAog, GAAN, AAo another, other

Aauevnvog, auevnvov powerless,
fleeting, feeble

A0TaA6TOG, ACTAOTH, ACTACTOV
welcome

BLog, BLod 6 bow

Bilotog, Brotov o life

BALédapa, BAedapwv Ta eyelids, eyes

Bpotdg, BpoTod 6 mortal

*Yyuvi], yuvatkog r} woman, wife
8010¢, doud, o010V two
80uog, opov 6 house

Spvoyot, §puvoxwv ol props, stays,
shores (on which the frame of a ship
is propped)

Sdvokaideka twelve

Svcwvupog, uocwvovuov bearing an
ill name, ill-omened

Swdeka twelve

Sdpa, Swpartog t6 house

éAéDag, éAédavTog 0 elephant;
elephant’s tusk; ivory

évimAerog, evimAelov full of + gen.

¢mog, €émeog (¢movg) T6 word, speech;

song; saying; verse
étupog, ETvpov true, real, actual

£0&oog, €0Eoov polished

417

KoupidLog, kouvpLdia, kovpidLov
wedded, nuptial, bridal

AaegpTtLadng, Aagptiddov 0 son of
Laertes

uéyapov, uey@pov 10 megaron, great
hall

uvnoTip, uvnoTtijpog o (epic dat. pl.
uvnotipecowv) suitor

Vevpr}, vevpiig 1| sinew, bow-string;
cord

&evog (Eévog), Eeivou (Eévov) 0
stranger; guest-friend

&eat0¢, EeaTI), EEOTOV smooth,
polished, wrought

‘08vocevg, 08vocéwg 0 Odysseus
0ikog, oikov 6 house, palace
oioTag, oicTOD O arrow

dvelpog, oveipov 6 dream

*malg, mawdog N 0 child

maAdaun, raAaung \| palm, hand

TEAEKLG, TEAEKEWC O axe

TTOAVUNTLG, TOAVUNTLOG Of many
counsels

TPLOTOG, TPLOTH, TPLETOV sawn

TTOAN, TUANG N gate

oidnpog, oLénpov o iron

TOEOV, TOEOUL TO6 bow

0TVog, TTvou 0 sleep
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1. Theasteriskindicates the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary,
which you are to memorize.

Practice Parsing Greek Sentences. Parse each word of the sentences found
below. For nouns and pronouns, give their case and function. For verbs, their give
person, number, tense, mood, and voice. For adverbs and conjunctions, identify
them. For prepositional phrases, give the preposition and the preposition’s
object. For adjectives, tell what noun they agree with in gender, number, and
case.

0OV Tt BOUAN Ttepl TMV EKeT GpAlewv guol i Gmewuy;

el €0éAelg mapd poy, E€tve, Robat £v ueydpolg Kai TépmeLy, ovk ofopai pot
Umvov €ni BAedapolg xvbroeabad.

Check your answers with those in the Answer Key.

Boustrophedon

Boustrophedon is a way of writing that starts in the way that we are used to but
upon reaching the end of the line the writing turns back on itself with the letters
facing in the new direction, much as a farmer, plowing a field, turns his cow at
row’s end.

‘SHAA'TO OONO™YOODNONM HILIA SILHTAYIL ONIEIRA
RTICLE ON THE OX TURNING METHOD OF I'NSC
Y VYIAAJdIIIAA HHL ¥HOd A TTVYOIHIIOHdS NHILILIYEAA
THIS EXAMPLE OF BOUSTROPHEDON TEXT WAS

Fig. 2 Schematic of reverse boustrophedon text, in the fashion of rongorongo, but using the Latin
alphabet. Created by Kwamikagami, 2008, Wikimedia, public domain, https://commons.wikimedjia.
org/wiki/File:Reverse_boustrophedon.png


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File
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Fig. 3 Fragmentary boustrophedon inscription in the agora of Gortyn (Crete)—code of law.
Photograph by PRA, 2009, Wikimedia, CC BY, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Crete_-_
law_of_Gortyn_-_boustrophedon.JPG

In cultures where books are expensive and difficult to acquire, one book serves
many readers and people learn how to read words from many different angles,
including upside down. For them, reading upside down is as rightside up as
reading rightside up is to us. As you consider the many ways that people differ
from each other, also consider how culture determines much of what we
assume, believe, desire, think about, and value. These differences represent the
vast range of human potential and possibility.

Module 27 Top 250 Vocabulary to be Memorized. Like learning the alphabet
and endings, memorizing vocabulary is essential to acquiring language. The
better you memorize the top 250 most frequently occurring vocabulary words
the greater mastery of the language you will have.

Adjectives

AoLTtog, Aoumiy, Aowmov left, remaining
uéoog, uéon, uécov middle, middle of + gen.
ULKPOG, ukpd, ukpov small, little, short
Verbs

eluL come, go

419



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File

420 Ancient Greek |

épouat (eipopar), éprioouat (eipoopar), RPOUNY, -----, ===, === ask, ask ‘X’ in
acc. about ‘y’ in acc.

gVpiokw, LPiowW, NUPOV, NDPNKaA, NOPNUAL, NOUPEONY find out, discover

HKw, Ew, , , ) have come, be present

TAPELUL g0 in, enter; pass by

Etymology Corner XXVII by Dr. E. Del Chrol

Technical Terms 23, Parts of Speech

Verbs, cont. As we learned in Module 17, infinitives can be dynamic, or potential
in their meaning, which is a good translation of the Greek ¢v Suvapetr. Think of the
English dynamic meaning powerful or having capacity/potential to act, or a dynamao,
a type of generator for electricity (i.e. power). Some infinitives we see in Module 24 are
declarative, in that they make clear (from Latin clarare, which gives us the English
clarify) what is introduced by the verb of saying, thinking or perceiving. Declarative
infinitives are used in some types of indirect statement, that is, statements
(utterances that stand firmly, Latin stare) that come not from a straight path (in, not,
dis, apart from, regere, to keep in a straight line, which gives us regular, rule, and
ruler). A direct statement is a quotation, a straight-forward repeating of an utterance.
An indirect statement requires someone to report what someone said, adding one
layer of complexity, which makes it not a straight quotation. What someone said is
made clear with their declarative infinitive.

What to Study and Do 27. Before moving on to the next module, make sure that
you refresh your memory on noun and adjective agreement and how adjectives
can function as substantives. Memorize the definition of the positive, comparative,
and superlative adjectives and adverbs. Memorize the function of the genitive
of comparison and the dative of degree of difference. Finally make sure that you
understand how to read the chart on adjectives and adverbs.

Learning Tip 27: Learn to Engage in Debate and Disagreement. When considering
life’s essential problems that admit of no one right solution, seek to understand
before being understood. Understand the arguments of the other so well that you can
reproduce them to the other’s satisfaction. Help others clarify their arguments so that
they are not misunderstood. Debate so as to bring out the best in others and let others
bring out the best in you. Learn how to disagree without being disagreeable. Debate
and disagreement help us to learn deeply and well.




