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This book draws together contribu� ons from scholars and ar� sts showcasing 
the breadth of intersec� onal experiences of migra� on, from diaspora to internal 
displacement. Building on conversa� ons ini� ated in Women and Migrati on: Responses 
in Art and History, this edited volume features a range of wri� en styles, from memoir 
to ar� sts’ statements to journalis� c and cri� cal essays. The collec� on shows how 
women’s experiences of migra� on have been ar� culated through art, fi lm, poetry and 
even food. 

This varied approach aims to aid understanding of the lived experiences of home, loss, 
family, belonging, isola� on, borders and iden� ty—issues salient both in experiences of 
migra� on and in the epochal � mes in which we fi nd ourselves today. These are stories 
of trauma and fear, but also stories of the strength, perseverance, hope and even joy 
of women surviving their own moments of disorienta� on, disenfranchisement and 
disloca� on. 

This collec� on engages with current issues in an eff ort to deepen understanding, 
encourage ongoing refl ec� on and build a more just future. It will appeal to ar� sts and 
scholars of the humani� es, social sciences, and public policy, as well as general readers 
with an interest in women’s experiences of migra� on.

This is the author-approved edi� on of this Open Access � tle. As with all Open Book 
publica� ons, this en� re book is available to download for free on the publisher’s 
website. Printed and digital edi� ons, together with supplementary digital material, can 
also be found at h� p://www.openbookpublishers.com

Cover image: FIRELEI BÁEZ for Marie-Louise Coidavid, exiled, keeper of order, Anacaona, 2018. Oil on 
canvas. Installati on view: 10th Berlin Biennale, Akademie der Künste (Hanseatenweg), Berlin, June 9 - 
September 9, 2018. Photo: Timo Ohler. Cover design by Anna Gatti  .
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6. Blessing of the Boats
Muna Malik

Our society is grappling with the question of how we can make a better 
world to serve us all collectively and equally. 

Muna Malik’s current work uses abstract paintings and interactive 
sculpture to create poetic imagery concerning the narratives of women 
of color and refugees. “Blessing of the Boats” is an ongoing art project 
focused on a series of large, illuminated sculptural boats made of 
metal and reflective surfaces. The project prompts interaction with the 
public by encouraging viewers to create small paper origami boats with 
personal messages for the future. The messages are then collected and 
added to each installation, allowing it to grow over time. 

The first installation of “Blessing of the Boats” was featured at the 
Northern Spark Arts Festival in Minnesota in 2016. This installation 
invited festival-goers to take an artist-led journey across the historic 
Stone Arch Bridge in Minneapolis. On the walk, they experienced music, 
poetry, and stories performed by local artists with a direct connection 
to the ongoing refugee crisis. The journey culminated in a silent vigil 
surrounding the “Blessing of the Boats” installation to commemorate 
refugees who had lost their lives on their journey for safety. 

“Blessing of The Boats” has evolved, by expanding its focus and 
appearing in new public and private spaces around the country. 
Building on the initial topic of global migration, the project now asks: 
how, together, can we create a better society? Audiences respond to 
prompts such as, “What messages would people leave if they knew it 
would have a large impact on someone anywhere in the world?” and, 
“If we had the opportunity to sail towards a new future, what society 
would you build and how would we get there?”

© 2022 Muna Malik, CC BY-NC 4.0  https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0296.06
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Reimagined for NYC audiences, The Blessing of the Boats: River to 
River, a 2020 installation, invited viewers to carefully consider their 
role as individuals within our greater community. The sculpture was 
constructed to evoke an uplifting feeling of opportunity, and guests 
were asked to think about sailing towards an improved society: “what 
would you build and how would you get there?” Our imagination 
is only limited by the scope of the questions we ask, and this project 
inspires a “commitment to the rebuilding of a more just, equitable, and 
sustainable future.” 

Fig. 1 Location: Battery Park City, Belvedere Plaza, NYC. Photo courtesy of  
the artist © Muna Malik.



 356. Blessing of the Boats

Fig. 2 Location: Battery Park City, Belvedere Plaza, NYC. Photo courtesy of  
the artist © Muna Malik.

Fig. 3 Location: Battery Park City, Belvedere Plaza, NYC. Photo courtesy of  
the artist. © Muna Malik.
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Fig. 4 Location: Battery Park City, Belvedere Plaza, NYC. Photo courtesy of  
the artist © Muna Malik.


