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This book draws together contribu� ons from scholars and ar� sts showcasing 
the breadth of intersec� onal experiences of migra� on, from diaspora to internal 
displacement. Building on conversa� ons ini� ated in Women and Migrati on: Responses 
in Art and History, this edited volume features a range of wri� en styles, from memoir 
to ar� sts’ statements to journalis� c and cri� cal essays. The collec� on shows how 
women’s experiences of migra� on have been ar� culated through art, fi lm, poetry and 
even food. 

This varied approach aims to aid understanding of the lived experiences of home, loss, 
family, belonging, isola� on, borders and iden� ty—issues salient both in experiences of 
migra� on and in the epochal � mes in which we fi nd ourselves today. These are stories 
of trauma and fear, but also stories of the strength, perseverance, hope and even joy 
of women surviving their own moments of disorienta� on, disenfranchisement and 
disloca� on. 

This collec� on engages with current issues in an eff ort to deepen understanding, 
encourage ongoing refl ec� on and build a more just future. It will appeal to ar� sts and 
scholars of the humani� es, social sciences, and public policy, as well as general readers 
with an interest in women’s experiences of migra� on.

This is the author-approved edi� on of this Open Access � tle. As with all Open Book 
publica� ons, this en� re book is available to download for free on the publisher’s 
website. Printed and digital edi� ons, together with supplementary digital material, can 
also be found at h� p://www.openbookpublishers.com

Cover image: FIRELEI BÁEZ for Marie-Louise Coidavid, exiled, keeper of order, Anacaona, 2018. Oil on 
canvas. Installati on view: 10th Berlin Biennale, Akademie der Künste (Hanseatenweg), Berlin, June 9 - 
September 9, 2018. Photo: Timo Ohler. Cover design by Anna Gatti  .
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23. Requiem for a Drink of Water
Bryn Evans

in memory of those who seek refuge from flood and fire in honor 
of those who move oceans and speak rivers into dry land 
in celebration of Mama Julie, whose waters bore me and my own, on her 100th birthday, 
may I always know faith as deep, as wide, and as far as yours

living, alive, alive, living—you can 
tell by the birds

how they run like water / 
   driblets in the sky 
we have many mamas   /   one
   a Black widow with a ruined name 

her lover consumed  / 
the wave   don’t come no more 

 she is a quiet flood 

sand man slipping  /  light tan and   missing  I am pulled at the waist by 
     a tragedy I cannot give time to this city of daughters  /  arms 

hollow bottles  /  broken 
I am the marrow / inside

with  /  holding  
mourning, we reach out to open suns / who bleed into our longing 
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   pile in glittered shards / look out into the salt and drink 

              this house is not a home  /  it is  /  a boat  
                   drowning

/  it is  /  a luxury to have somewhere  /  else  

                      to go 


