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15. A MAN AND A SNAKE

Dorota Molin

Speaker: Yawsep Elisha Ishaq (ChA. Duhok)
Recording: Lourd Hanna
Assistant: Salim Abraham

Audio: https://nena.ames.cam.ac.uk/audio/227/

Summary

A poor man used to go into the wild to cut wood. He would play
his flute (zurna) and a snake would appear and dance for him. In
the end, the snake would always give the man two coins from its
hidden treasure. After some time, the man became greedy and
decided to kill the snake in order to get all of its money at once.
He tried to Kkill the snake with a rock, but could not. Instead, the
snake attacked the man, killing him on the spot with his venom

as a punishment for his betrayal.
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(D >ana Yawsap ’EliSa ’Ishaq mon Diihok-iwan.! yammi nasat
Mar Yaqu-la, Sammah Maryam Toma Jubra’sl.! *atti xa maOaliike g-

aban >amranna tdloxun, ‘an wdfa' dat barnasa-w xuwe.!

(2) k-amray xd yoma,' xa fdqira k-izolwa l-qdyse.! bdOar mat
xaleswa m-qayse,! qaysmwa,! ydtuwa res kartot qayse diyeh.! “u

mapaqwa masula diyeh,' zirna.! °u maxéwa.!

(3)  xa xuwe g-napdqwa' g-ragddwa taleh.! ma raqodwa tale' hél
xaloswa man mxayat zirna.! xuwe g->awerwa l-niigheh.! mapaqwa

tray lire taleh,! ta *dbu l-zurna, daw fdgira.'

(4)  23lle yoma,'0éle yoma,' kiid yom k-izalwa-w pasle Suleh.! har
b-aBe b-xalos b-awadlay qdyse.| b-aOe! b-yatu ro§ qayse °u maxe,
honna, ziirna.! >u xuwe b-napaq' b-raqad taleh.! baGar mat xalos, xuwe

g-’awer mapaq trdy lire! b-yawal taleh.!

(5)  xa yoma ’ay fdgira k-imar, ‘ma ’ana, la,' hatxa b-awdaon.!
xuwe,! kud yom b-a6e mapaqli trdy lire.! hatxa la k-awe.! xdzanta
kulla Sagldnna!' >ana, ma kud yom tre lire yawalli?' har qatldnne *u

kulla diyi-la.”

(6)  ham ’awa z3lle >u muhdere gyaneh! wadle xa kepa ‘ddiila ta
gyane! gom-mdtule kartéh,' °2.! bdGar ma da-xldsle xuwe m-rqada,
gomle zale ma@e lire.! u awa Saqal képa,' g-maxe gaweh.! g-maxe
gaweh! °u la gam-qatalle.! xuwe rd‘san Oele *u gom-mna’sle.! gom-

mna’asle °u pasle zopeke tama.!
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@8] I am Yawsep Elisha Ishaq, from Duhok. My mother is from
Mar Yaqo, her name is Miryam Toma Jubrail. I have a tale to tell

to you, about trust between a man and a snake.

(2) They say that one day, a poor man went to cut wood. Af-
ter he had finished, he would sit on top of his load of wood,

would take his flute out, his zurna, and play.

3 A snake would come out and would dance for him. He
would dance for him until he finished playing the flute. [The
snake would then] go into its hole, get two coins for him, for the

man with the flute, the poor man.

(@)] Many days passed. [The poor man] would go every day,
it became his job. He would come and, after finishing his wood-
cutting, he would come, sit on top of his wood and play the flute.
The snake would come out and dance for him. After finishing,
the snake would go in, bring two coins out and give them to [the

man].

(5) One day, that poor man thought, ‘No, [this is what] I shall
do. The snake brings me [only] two coins every day. This is not
right. I shall take the entire treasure! I... why should he give me

two coins every day? As soon as I kill him, it is all mine.’

(6) So that man went and got ready. He prepared a flat rock
for himself and put his bundle on, yes. After [the snake] finished
dancing, he went to get the coins. The man seized the rock and
hit him with it. He hit him with it, but did not kill him. Immedi-
ately, the snake went and bit [the man]. He bit him and the man

fell dead on the spot.
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(7)  nohaye,! tdmduBat barndsa,' xzi hatxa=yla.! yani >awa kud
yoma b-yawallux tray lire! °u $waqa labole qaysux.! ’e, tdmd0a' g-
abe, honna, Sagdlwala xdzontat hdnna, e.! yani °ay tdmd‘hum

qatallu,' dax k-amrila.' °e naqla *ay gesattat xuwe-w barnasa' *dy-ila.!
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(7) In the end, see what man’s greed is like. This is to say, he
gives you two coins every day and [even] lets you take some
wood. Indeed, [this is] greed: he wanted to take the whole treas-
ure. That is, it is their own greed that kills [people], as they say.

This is the tale of the man and the snake.






