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In compiling and translating a book of such complexity, our deepest
gratitude goes to members of the Choné Tibetan community who have
nurtured and transmitted Shépa. This project is rooted in collaborations
with our own community—collaborations of different depths that took
various forms. Our work has benefited in particular from the guidance
that Shépa singers have offered at every stage, from the beginning of the
work of documentation, through to translating cultural elements with
which we were not familiar, all the way through to gaining insight into
the transformation of this oral tradition in the contemporary context
of cultural heritage-making. Shépa is centered on an oral and written
corpus whose existence is a product of the collective experience of the
Choné people that extends far beyond just one generation. For these
reasons, the corpus and its associated knowledge must be treated in
a manner that acknowledges both individual intellectual input and
collective cultural commitments. In recognising the names of singers,
transliterators, transcribers, and collectors of Shépa, we treat members
of the Choné Tibetan community as co-creators and invite them to hold
joint authorship.

We are grateful for the many different opinions and interpretations
that have inspired us to find a way to demonstrate that the form of Shépa
and its performance in contemporary Choné is never singular, bounded,
or homogenous. By eliminating language barriers and presenting Shépa
in three languages along with footnotes that show different versions of
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this oral tradition, our goal is that readers in Choné and beyond may
engage in a lasting conversation on Shépa and its transmission.

There are many people we wish to acknowledge. First and foremost,
we thank Grandfather Meng Tusktor who shared his expansive
knowledge about Shépa with us generously and tirelessly. It was a great
honour and privilege to sit in his front yard, spend days in his company,
and learn from his experience and knowledge. His jokes filled the yard
with laughter. His stories and songs often moistened our eyes. His
narration of Shépa forms the heart of this book, and his passing took
away one of the brightest lights in Choné’s cultural treasury, leaving
a gaping hole in our hearts. This book is dedicated to the memory of
Grandfather Meng Tusktor.

In addition, we are extremely grateful for the support of Grandfather
Zhang Gyatso. The stanzas which he sang opened a door for us to
appreciate the variations of Shépa in every singer’s performance. We
also thank Grandfather Quan Gyatso, Grandfather Meng Tenzin,
Grandfather Yu Tsering Bum, Uncle Meng Namdrol, and Brother Li
Dolma, all Shépa singers who provided their deep insights on the Shépa
performance.

This book would have not taken its current shape without the kind
help of Guru Tsering and Fan Xueyong, both of whom generously
shared various Shépa texts with us that they had already collected
or received from others over the past three decades. These texts
complement our recordings and reflect generations of diligent work
by performers and scholars to preserve and transmit Shépa. Given that
neither the transliterator, transcriber nor date are consistently recorded
in these texts, we are unfortunately unable to identify more than a few
names. We remain deeply indebted to all those who have come before
us in this work.

Working on this project has been a profoundly rewarding journey for
us through which we have come to know and learn from many amazing
individuals. We thank Geshe Lozang Gendiin, Geshe Jampa Gyatso, and
Aku Penden of Choné Monastery and Aku Jampa Zangpo of Drindren
Monastery, each of whom supported this project in many important
ways. They helped us connect with a number of stakeholders invested
in Shépa performance and to make sense of the transformation of Shépa
performance in contemporary Choné. We appreciate Dolma Tséten
from Northwest Minzu University and Bendi Tso from the University of
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Tibet who proofread the Tibetan texts. We also thank Yungdrung Men
who shared the book series of the Tébo oral tradition with us, allowing
us to examine correlations between Shépa and the oral tradition in
neighboring Tébo.

Beyond Choné, Geshe Sherge, Chulthim Gurung (Khenpo Mriti) at
McGill University, and Tashi Wangchu at Hong Kong University shared
their insights and understandings of religious aspects of Shépa, for
which we are truly grateful. We thank Maya Daurio for working with us
to design the map. Last but not least, we are deeply indebted to the two
peer reviewers who generously conceded to be named and recognised.
Dr. Andrew Quintman and Dr. Timothy Thurston gave selflessly of their
time and knowledge to read the manuscript with care, appreciation,
and insight. Their constructively critical suggestions and consistently
thoughtful comments have helped us to sharpen our arguments and
improve the book immeasurably.

We thank the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
Canada (SSHRC) for the foundational grant that helped launch this
project (#892-2018-2010). We are also grateful for the financial and
strategic support of the Public Scholar Initiative at the University of
British Columbia and the Firebird Foundation for Anthropological
Research. Needless to say, but especially important to underscore in
a publication of this nature, we alone are responsible for any errors,
inaccuracies, and misinterpretations.
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