


https://www.openbookpublishers.com
©2024 Sharon Kanach and Peter Nelson.

Copyright of individual chapters is maintained by the chapter’s authors

This work is licensed under the the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC 
BY-NC 4.0). This license allows you to share, copy, distribute and transmit the text; to adapt the text for 
non-commercial purposes of the text providing attribution is made to the authors (but not in any way 
that suggests that they endorse you or your use of the work). Attribution should include the following 
information:

Sharon Kanach and Peter Nelson (eds), Meta-Xenakis: New Perspectives on Iannis Xenakis’s Life, Work, and 
Legacies. Cambridge, UK: Open Book Publishers, 2024, https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0390

Copyright and permissions for the reuse of many of the images included in this publication differ from the 
above. This information is provided in the captions and in the list of illustrations. Every effort has been made 
to identify and contact copyright holders and any omission or error will be corrected if notification is made 
to the publisher.

Further details about CC BY-NC licenses are available at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/ 

All external links were active at the time of publication unless otherwise stated and have been archived via 
the Internet Archive Wayback Machine at https://archive.org/web 

Digital material and resources associated with this volume are available at https://doi.org/10.11647/
OBP.0390#resources 

ISBN Paperback: 978-1-80511-224-2
ISBN Hardback: 978-1-80511-225-9
ISBN Digital (PDF): 978-1-80511-226-6
ISBN Digital ebook (epub): 978-1-80511-227-3
ISBN HTML: 978-1-80511-229-7
DOI: 10.11647/OBP.0390

Cover image: Iannis Xenakis at the C.R. MacIntosh Museum, Glasgow, Scotland, 1987. Photo by Henning 
Lohner, courtesy of CIX Archives, Lohner collection.

Cover design: Jeevanjot Kaur Nagpal

With generous support from: Centre Iannis Xenakis, Xenakis Project of the Americas/The Brook Center, 
Université de Rouen: BQRI, IRIHS, GRHis, CÉRÉdI.

!"#!"
#$!%&'"!()*+&*',#&$*$%&'(')

https://www.openbookpublishers.com
https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0390
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://archive.org/web
https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0390#resources
https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0390#resources


45. In Memoriam, Joel Chadabe

Sharon Kanach

The inimitable Joel Chadabe (1938–2021): friend, colleague, proverbial big brother for 
so many.1 The one and only person I have ever known who never pronounced the 
words “no” or “impossible.”

In this tribute, we hear from some of the people most touched by you: Bill Blakeney, 
Mike Kupietz, Lori Freedman, Peter Beyls, Roger Reynolds—in either words or 
music—or both.2 

What better occasion to render homage than in the Meta-Xenakis celebration, as 
Xenakis too would have been right there, had he been able, in recognizing and giving 
thanks for everything you did to champion his music: from releasing the first CD of his 
electronic works on your EMF label, to all the concerts and events you organized over 
the years featuring his work in North America.3

When, in 2017, at the Xenakis Project of the Americas, we toyed with the idea of 
creating an oral history around Xenakis in America, you enthusiastically volunteered 
to be our “guinea pig” and do a pilot interview, with Olga Touloumi, Laura Cocks, 
and Anne Lanzilotti.4 Several significant excerpts from that hour-long interview are 
rendered public here for the first time, supporting the Chadabe motto: “Our mission 
is to create a gift of knowledge for future generations.”

1 Joel Chadabe, https://joelchadabe.net/
2 “William Blakeney,” Discogs, https://www.discogs.com/artist/918718-William-Blakeney; “Michael 

Kupietz,” Bandcamp, https://michaelkupietz.bandcamp.com/; Lori Freedman,  
http://lorifreedman.com/en/accueil; Peter Beyls, https://www.peterbeyls.net/; Roger Reynolds, 
https://www.rogerreynolds.com/ 

3 Xenakis, Electronic Music, New York, EMF CD 003, 1997,  
https://www.discogs.com/release/154491-Xenakis-Electronic-Music 

4 “Xenakis Project of the Americas,” Brook Center,  
https://brookcenter.gc.cuny.edu/projects/xenakis-project-of-the-americas/; “Olga Touloumi,” Bard, 
https://www.bard.edu/faculty/details/?id=3650; Laura Cocks, http://www.lauracocks.biz/about; 
Leilehua Lanzilotti, http://leilehualanzilotti.com/ 
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720 Meta-Xenakis

Media 45.1 In Memoriam Joel Chadabe. Video by Sharon Kanach and Daniel Teige. © 2022 Xenakis 
Project of the Americas (XPA) (46 minutes).  
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